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fuse land would finally remain unsold, possessing 
little or no intrinsic value. When it shall have 
been clearly ascertained that any State of the Union 
was in this condition, he should be willing to cede 
these refuse lands to it upon the most liberal terms. 
It would be unjust to such a State forever to pre- 
vent its settlement and improvement, by holding its 
barren lands at a price which they could never 
command in competition with lands in other States 
of a quality greatly superior. He believed thatthe 
State of Mississippi contained a large proportion 
ofthis barren land. In the peculiar cases to which 
he had referrec, he should most cheerfully vote for 
a graduating bill in favor of actual settlers. 

If the benefits of the present bill had been con- 
fined to actual settlers in limited quantities, and 
had, in this respect, pursued the policy of the bill 
which passed the Senate during the last regular 
session, he should long have hesitated before he 
would have recorded his vote against it. He 
should, to some extent, have overstepped the limits 
ef his own judgment in order to favor this class of 
purchasers. He had ever thought that the, man 
who first went into the wilderness, and cleared 
away the forest to eaable him to provide a home 
for himself and his family, had peculiar claims 
upon the favorable consideration of the Govern- 
ment. Such hardy and industrious men were the 
strength and the glory of any country, and in the 
day of danger would prove themselves to be its best 
defence. They reared a manly and independent 
offspring, on whom the Republic might rely in the 
time of its utmost need. His culleague [Mr. Mc- 
Kean] would bear him witness that the first poli- 
tical difficulty in which he had ever involved him- 
self, when a very young man in the State Legis- 
lature, was in the cause of the actual settlers. 
[Here Gen. McKean nodded his assent.] On this 
question he had never changed his opinion. 

Again: He had ever regarded the settlement 
and improvement of the new States with favor; 
and these States, especially such of them as lay 
west of the Mississippi, now had peculiar claims 
upon our regard. It had been our policy to re- 
move from the States east of that river, to the 
frontier of these far western States, immense 
bands of warlike, restless, and discontented sa- 
vages. There they were embodied, and these States 
must sustain the first shock of savage war. Had 
this bill held out any reasonable encouragement to 
actual settlers on this remote frontier, and thns 
created a barrier{against the incursions of these sa- 
vages, such a provision would have found favor 
in his eyes. We were bound by every principle 
of duty and honor to defend this frontier; and the 
cheapest and best mode of defence would be to 
people it with a brave and hardy race of men. 

ecouldsee nothing in this bill which held out any 

of these advantages. On the contrary, it appeared 
to him to be a measure which would encourage 
speculation, and retard, rather than advance, the 
actual settlement of the new States. It might be 
poppmptien in him to differ so widely from his 
estern friends on the present occasion; but he 
must express the honest dictates of his own judg- 
ment. What was the nature of this bill? It pro- 
vided that, after the last day of the present year, all 
the public lands of the United States which shall 
then have been subject to entry for five years, at 
one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, should 
be reduced in price to one dollar per acre; and all 
these lands which shall then have been subject to 
eutry for ten years, shall be reduced in price to ore 
dollar per aere during one year thereafter, and after 
that period, to seventy-five cents per acre. The 
bill, as it originally stood before the amendment of 
the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Hupzarp] 
was adopted, reduced the price of such lands as 
had been subject to entry for fifteen years to fifty cents 
per acre. There was but one limitation in the bill, 
and that was, that no individual should be autho- 
rized to purchase more than one section. How vain 
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and illusory this limitation would prove in practice, 
every person who had the least experience in such 
matiers would be able to decide. Ifa speculator 
wished to purchase fifty or one hundred sections, 
he had nothing to do but employ as many indivi- 
duals to enter the land in their own names, pay for 
it, receive the patents, and convey the title either 
to himself or to any other person under his direction. 

This bill would not only operate directly upon 
upwards of seventy millions of acres, but it esta- 
blished a precedent which would most ceriainly be 
pursued in regard to all the vast domain which 
Shall hereafter be brought into market. What was 
that principle? That the price of all lands hereaf- 
ter, which shall have been subject to private entry 
for five years, shall be reduced to one dollar per 
acre; and that which has been thus subject for ten 
years, shall be reduced to seventy-five cents per 
acre. We well know the intellectual and moral 
power of the West. They were a people who ne- 
ver put their hands to the plough and then looked 
back. Onward, onward! was their motto. We 
had been most significantly told by his friend from 
Alabama, [Mr. Kina,] that the Senators from the 
new States ought not to be discouraged because 
the fifty cent minimum had been stricken from the 
bill, and that their power after the next census 
would be greatly increased. In his own language, 
“it is the first step which costs.” Should this bill 
pass, there will ere long be a third graduated 
minimum, fixed at fifty cents per acre. 

What would then be the consequence? The sur- 
veys of our public lands would be hastened. Vast 
auantities of them, far beyond the demand of pur- 
chasers, would be thrown into market. Five years 
thereafter, their price would be reduced to one dol- 
lar per acre; in ten years, it would be reduced to 
seventy-five cents; and in fifteen, to fifty cents. 
This graduating measure would, in effect, reduce 
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the price of, by far, the greatest proportion of the | 


public lands to seventy-five cents per acre; and ere 
long, should it pass, they would be reduced to fifty 
cents. 

And what benefits would the new States derive 
from this reduction of price and this sacrifice of the 
public demain? It was, beyond donbt, their true 
policy to promote, not merely the sale, but the ac- 
tual settlement, of the lands within their limits. It 
was an honest, industrious, and enterprising popu- 
lation which they wanted, and all their efforts ought 
to be directed to that object. None could more ef- 
fectually arrest the policy than to have large bo- 
dies of their Jands purchased and held, on specula- 
tion, by wealthy individuals and incorporated com- 
panies. This was one of the greatest curses which 
could befal any State. We had known something 
of itin one of the fairest portions of Pennsylvania, the 
settlement of which had been long delayed from this 
very cause. Would not this bill promote such spe- 
culations? If the spirit of speculation had raged 
to such an extent when the price was $1 25 per 
acre, that Western gentlemen themselves had be- 
come alarmed for the consequences, and had used 
all their efforts at the last regular session to confine 
the sales of land to actual settlers, what would be 
its fury on the return of prosperity, when these 
lands shall be reduced in price to seventy-five or 
fifty cents per acre? Large bodies of them would 
be monopolized; they would be held by individuals 
and companies; and the actual settler, instead of 
purchasing from the Government at a low price, 
would be compelled to pay a heavy profit to these 
speculators. He hoped he might be mistaken in 
his anticipations. 

But how would this bill immediately and directly 
operate upon the settlement of the new States? 
Would it not retard, instead of accelerating, the in- 
crease of their population? Did it not on its face 
hold out a premium to delay the settlement of the 
country? What settler would pay a dollar and a 
quarter per acre for his land, when he knew that, 
by waiting a year or two, he could procure it for 
one dollar or seventy-five cents, or fifty cents? This 
was the natural tendency of the system; and it 
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would be its inevitable effect. It was just the re- 
verse of what it ought to be to accomplish the ob- 
ject. If you desired to promote the actual settle- 
ment of the new States, then reduce the price du- 
ring a limited period in favor of actual settlers, and 
at the end of this period let it rise ‘o its former 
standard. This would be offering a premium in 
favor of speedy settlement, whilst, on the contrary, 
the bill offered a premium for delay. 

He again repeated, let the Westera gentlemen in- 
tredace any reasonable measure to encourage the 
settlement of the new States, which should be con- 
fined to those who would actually cultivate the soul, 
and live and labor and die upon it, and which 
would not open wide the door for speculation and 
monopoly, and such a measure should receive his 
hearty and cordial support. Ele should never vote 
for any bill, however, which he believed would 
keep money out of the public Treasury, for the pur- 
pose of putting it into the pockets ef speculators. 
They already derived sufficient profit from pur- 
chasing the public domain at $1 25 per acre; and it 
there must be a graduation in the price, let it be in 
favor of those, and those alone, who would till the 
soil. 

There was one reason which would prevent him 
from voting for this bill at the present moment, 
even if none other existed. If any plan could be 
devised by which the just rights of the old States 
in the public lands could be secured, and at the 
same time the management and sale of them en- 
trusted to the new States respectively, within whose 
limits they were situated, he should feel inclined to 
favor such a proposition. It would be most desi- 
rable to free the General Government from the 
power and the patronage of the present extended 
and complicated land system, and transfer it to the 
States, allowing them a liberal per centage on the 
sales, to indemnify them for their expense and 
trouble. Their pecuniary interest would then har- 
monise with that of the people of the old States, 
and we should not hear so much upon the subject 
of reducing the price of the public land. Besides, 
it would relieve them from that condition of de- 
pendence upon the General Government of which 
they so much complain. He knew the arrange- 
ment of any such system would be atteaded with 
great difficulties; still the attempt ought to be, and 
he understood would be, made. He merely 
glanced at this point for the present. 

The question was then taken, and the bill was 

assed|—yeas 27, nays 16, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Alaba- 
ma, Cuthbert, Falton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, 
Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Con- 
nectient, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Tipton, Trot- 
ter, Walker, White, Wright, and Young—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, McKean, 
Merrick, Prentiss, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Rug- 
gles, Swift, Wall, and Williams—1Lb6. 

Mr. NILES submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of de- 
fining and limiting the term of all bureau officers 
connected with the departments, and of al! appoint- 
ments made by the heads of departments. 

Mr. RUGGLES submitted the following resoju- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Reselved, That the Committee on commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a system of telegraphs for the United 
States, and to report thereon. 

The resolutien introduced yesterday by Mr. Nor- 
VELL having been called up, 

Mr. NORVELL said, after examining the laws 
and the rule in relation to the subject, he would 
beg leave to offer the following as a modification: 

Resolved, That in the settlement and payment of 
the compensation allowed by !aw to the members of 
the Senate, the per diem allowance shali be de- 
ducted for the number of days any Senator may 
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hereafter absent himself from the service of the 
Senate, uniess detained from his seat by sickness; 
and that the proper officer of the Senate certify the 
compensation due to Senators, in conformity to this 
resolution, aud toe the statement of each Senator, in 
writing, at the close of the session, upon the sub- 
ject. 

Mr. LINN desired to know how the Senator 
iveant to ascertain the sickness or indisposition of 
‘Senators: what was to be the test in relation to it? 

Mr, KING said, during his pnblic life he had 
vever lost more than two days save from sickness. 
Ile was not prepared to vote, however, for the 
resolulion. The law in relation to the subject was 
imperative in itself; and if they were governed by 
the law, what could they gain by the resolution? If 
the law was insuflicient, could we expect the reso- 
lution to effect what the law could not? Besides, 
it uoplied a censure upen individuals. Senators, 
as honorable men, were bound, in settling their 
accounts, to make a deduction for the number of 
days they were absent, and it was presumed they 
would do so; bat how was the Secretary to ascer- 
tau the absence of any Senator unless upon his 
own admission? The Senator might be at the De- 
paitmenmis attending to his public duties, or he may 
have stepped into a committee room on matters 
connected with his Senatorial duties. And was he 
then to be considered absent?) Mr. K. thought the 
Senator from Michigan, on reflection, would with- 
draw his resolution. He |Mr. K.] had no doubt 
bat the Senator was actuated by the most laudable 
motives ip introducing it; but as he deemed the 
law and the rule ample in themselves, he would 
feel bound to oppose the resolution even as mo- 
dified. 

Mr. NORVELL said he was actuated by no 
other motive, in offering the resolution, than to 
insure by i a prompt attendance at the Senate 
chatnber, for the despatch of the public business. 
This revolution, if adopted, would have a tendency 
to enforce the laws, and all he desired was a simple 
vote on the subject, and on which he should ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WHITE said all who witnessed his career 
in public life would bear him out in the assertion, 
that he was-neither inattentive to his public duties, 
or negligent in his attendance, either in the com- 
mittee rooms, or the Senate chamber; but he must 
object to the resoluuon from a reason different 
trom any that he had yet heard assigned. That 
document seemed to take for granted that a Sena- 
tor has the right to be absent, provided he relin- 
quished his pay for that time. Now, this was a 
doctrine which he never could adinit. It was pre- 
sumed, When we were sent here, that we vere at 
least worthy of our seats, and he should s» act as 
to show that the confidence inspired in us was not 
misplaced, which would certainly be the case, if we 
chose to neglect our public duties when we pleased, 
on surrendering the perdiem. He thought it as 
much a matter of duty for him to stay and vote, as 
he did to vote right, according to the dictates of his 
conscience. If a Senator staid away to the preju- 
dice of the public business, we had a right to send 
after him, and compel his attendance whether wil- 
ling or not. Mr. W. would oppose the resolution, 
therefore, on the ground that it implied the right to 
be absent when payment was surrendered, a doc- 
trine directly at variance with the usefulness of all 
legislative bodies. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentncky said he could not vote 
tor the resolution for another reason; and that was, 
that absence from the Senate implied neglect of 
public duties, which he was by no means willing to 
admit. He would undertake to say that he did in- 
finitely more in his room than he did in the Senate 
chamber; for he was at work there night and day, 
either reading, digesting, or preparing matters con- 
nected with his public duties. This was the 32d 
year since his entrance into public life; and in all 
that period, he had lost less time from the public 
business, either by sickness, or from any other 
cause, than any man so long engaged in public life. 
In December, 1832, Mr. C. said he was absent; but 
it was while a highly important measure was to be 
brought about, m the prosecution of which he was 
as much engaged as though he had been present 
ia the Senate chamber. To presume a Senator, 
\ecause not in his place, to be inattentive to his 
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public duties, was what he could not admit; and-he 
would go further, and say that the public business 
would be often expedited by attending more at 
home, or in thecommittee rooms. Besides, did not 
the Senator from Michigan see, under his resolu- 
tion, that if a Senator was absent from any cause 
connected with his public duties, that the little, 
mis sable pittance of pay was withheld; and did he 
not also see that if persons were so disposed, that 
ths miserable modicum of money would have no 
influence in re# raining him? He hoped the Senator 
would withdraw his resolution, or suffer it to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. NORVELL said, the doctrines held forth by 
some of the Senators would go towards dispensing 
with all law and rule whatever. Because the Se- 
nale was an honorable and respectable body, was 
it to be taken for granted that its members could 
not err in absenting themselves?) Had we novoften 
seen the public business delayed for want of a quo- 
rum, or bills defeated from non-attendance of mem- 
bers? All he would say further was, that he could 
not justify himself to his constituents on such pleas. 
As there appeared so many, however, opposed to the 
measure, he would withdraw it. 

The resolution was accordingly withdrawn. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to authorize the selection of 
a section of land as therein named, and a bill to 
confirm certain purchases of public lands under the 
act of the 19th June, 1834; which were severally 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The following bills were severally read the se- 


cond time, and considered as in Committee of the | 


Whole, and ordered to a third reading: 

The bill for the relief of Winthrop Sears. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Sumpter. 

The bill for the relief of James Callan. 

The bill for the relief of Ann W. Johnson. 

The bill for the relief of James McMahon. 

The.bill for the relief of Pierre Menard. 

The bill for the relief of Curtis Grubb. 

The bill for the relief of Patrick McGibbony. 

The bill for the relief of Alexander C. Morgan. 

The bill for the relief of Jonathan Elliott. 

The bill for the relief of Charles F. Kelle: and 
Henry Stone. 

The bill for the relief of Moses Merrill. 

The bill for the relief of John Wilson. 

The bill for the relief of Freeman Brady. 

The bill for the relief of James L. Renner. 

The bill for the relief of Ferdinand Clark. 

The bill to refund to the Georgia Railroad and 
Banking company the duties paid by them on im- 
ported railroad iron. 

The bill to refund certain duties on railroad iron 
paid by the New York and Harlem Railroad com- 

any. 

r The bill to establish a pension agency at Mont- 
pelier, Vermont. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Tyler and 
others. 

The bill for the relief of the widow and heirs of 
Col. Albert Pawling, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain Robert White, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of Francis L. B. Goodwin. 

The bill for the relief of Michael Ambrister. 

The bill for the relief of William Coggswell. 

The bill for the relief of H. W. Russell. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and represen- 
tatives of Capt. John Fulford. 

The bill for the relief of Hugh McDonald, 

The bill for the relief of D. W. Healy. 

After the consideration of Executive business, the 
Senate adjourned over to Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Satrurpay, April 14, 1838. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, Mr. SMITH of 
Maine had leave of absence from the service of the 
House from and after the first of May next. 

THE LATE DUEL. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, on leave, presented sundry 
petitions on the subject of the late duel. ; 

Mr. WILLIAMS of New Hampshire presented 
a petiuon of Caleb Rix and others, for the expul- 
sion of those engaged in the late duel. 

Mr. PECK of New York also presented peti- 
tiohs on the same subject. 















INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

Mr. EVERETT, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill supplementary to. the act to 
regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian 
tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontier, ap- 
proved 30th June, 1834. 

_ Mr. EVERETT, on leave, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to law before this House a stat-ment of the amount 
paid, and the amount of arrears, on account of the 
expenses of the Seminole war, and an estimate of 
the sum necessary, in addition to former appropria- 
tions, to pay such arrears, and carry on said war 
until the first day of June next. 

Mr. E. asked for the consideration of the resolu- 
tion at this time, but Mr. PETRIKIN objecting, 
Mr. E. moved a suspension of the rule, but the 
House refused, only 69 voting in the affirmative, so 
the resolution lies over, under the rule. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of establishing a mail route from Wash- 
ington, in Georgia, by the way of Ray Town and 
Powellton, to Sparta, in said State. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS of Tennessee, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Cotnmerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of mak- 
ing a port of entry at Memphis, in the State of 
Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, the map accompany- 
ing the report of Gen. Gaines on the defence of the 
Western frontier, was ordered to be lithographed. 

Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, reported the following, viz: ; 

1. Bill granting a pension to Helen Miller of 
New York. 

2. Bill granting a pension to Thornton Cornell 
of Rhode Island. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the same committee, made 
unfavorable reports in the cases of David Kronk- 
lute, William Neel, and Roger Halcomb. 

DIVORCE OF THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PRESS 

Mr. BOND then resumed, and concluded his re- 
marks in support of the resolution of Mr. Hopkins 
of Virginia, to disconnect the public press from 
the patronage of the Government. 

Mr. HOPKINS gave notice that, on Monday 
next, he should move the consideration of Mr. Ha- 
mxrR’s resolution, and hoped there would be a full 
attendance of the House. 

The House then passed to the orders of the day, 
and bills of the Senate were read twice and re- 
ferred. 

The bill to extend the charter of the Union Bank 
of Georgetown, was read the third time and passed. 
PRIVATE ORDERS. 

The House went into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. LYON in the Chair, on the bills on the pri- 
vate calendar, and considered the following bills: 

1. The bill for the relief of Jehu Hollinsworth: 
[amended. } 

2. Bill for the relief of William James Androus: 
[amended.} 

3. Bill forthe relief of Joel Chandler: [amended.]} 

4. Bill for the relief of James A. Williams, 
[amended.] 

5. Bill for the relief of Abraham Woodall: 
[amended. } 

6. Bill for the relief of Patrick Green. 

7. Bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of the late Dr. Philip Turner, deceased. 

This was a case of the allowance of interest 
upon commutation pay which had, in the first in- 
stance, been rejected by the accounting officer, but 
subsequently allowed by Congress. On this ground 
the interest was claimed. 

The bill was opposed by Mr. ALLEN of Ver- 
mont, and supported by Messrs. CRAIG, TALIA- 
FERRO, and UNDERWOOD; when 

Mr. ALLEN moved to strike out the enacting 
clause, which was agreed to—ayes 66, noes 61. 

8. Bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Dr. Absalom Baird, deceased. 

Mr. ALLEN also moved to strike out the enact- 
ing clause of this bill, which was agreed to without 
a division. 

9. Bill for the relief of Robert Wilmot. [Same 


‘ motion prevailed.) 
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10. Bill for the relief of the heirs of Nathan, Pe- 
ter, and William Adams, deceased. 

The committee then rose and reported. 

The last bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on Monday next. 

The amendments to bills Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 
were all severally concurred in, and ordered toa 
third reading. 

Before taking the question on the other bills, 

On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, 

The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, April 16, 1838. 

As soon as the journal was read, 

Mr. HAMER rose, and asked leave to make a 
statement to the House, to which no objection was 
made. 

Mr. H. then said that he had been requested to 
state whether he intended again to offer the resolu- 
tion presented by him on Monday last. In regard 
to that matter he begged to advert to what had been 
thrown out elsewhere. He understood from the 
newspapers that various opinions were entertained 
as to the object he had in view. By some it was 
suggested that it had been offered as a sort of an- 
tagonist proposition to Mr. Biddle’s letter. Now, 
it would be recollected that Mr. H. presented his 
resolution on Saturday, and Mr. Biddle’s letter was 
only printed on the same day in Philadelphia. He 
himself did not hear of it till Sunday night, nor see 
it till Monday morning, and could necessarily, 
therefore, have no knowledge of it on Saturday. 

Another suggestion had been thrown out, that 
Mr. FL. had offered it with reference to the charter 
election in the city of New York. However im- 
portant that election might be in itself, or however 
important some gentlemen might deem it, he trust- 

ed he had higher objects in view than the New 
York city or any ~other election. He looked to the 
great interests of the country, and to them alone. 

Mr. H’s object was simply this: He knew that 
the Bank Convention was to assemble on Wednes- 
day last, and he had reason to believe that many 
gentlemen who had gone as delegates thereto enter- 
tained an apprehension that the course of the 
General Government, the legislation of Congress, 
as well as the action of the Treasury Depariment 
in carrying out that legislation, might be hostile to 
the resumption of specie payments. For himself, 
he did not believe that the Congress of the United 
States would pass any law, at the present session, 
without having special reference to the existing 
condition of the country, or that it would not so 
modify any law it might pass as to throw no hin- 
drance in the way of resumption. 

Neither did Mr. H. believe that the Treasury 
Department, in carrying out that legislation, did feel 
or would feel any disposition to throw any impedi- 
ment in the way o! effecting that resumption. His 
object, therefore, was to give such assurances to 
those banks which had gone into convention, as 
might encourage them to go on, for it was surely 
desired by every patriotic man in the country, of 
every party, that the banks should resume. 

Again: the House refused to entertain the pro- 
position on Monday; and when he was called upon, 
two days aflerwards, to give an explanation, he 
was refused, and he was not disposed to put him- 
self in the attitude of impeding the business of the 
House by moving, day after day, to suspend the 
rules. 

Besides, he found that, by moving this proposi- 
tion, he placed a number of his political friends in 
this embarrassing condition: that, although they 
did not disapprove of the principle involved in it, 
or the object sought to be attained by it, still some 
of them did not approve of its phraseology, and 
therefore they were compelled to vote against it. 
Many were actuated by another feeling. They 
feared a premature discussion on the whole curren- 
cy question, which would inevitably spring up, 
aud amendments of the resolution, which might 
compel them and himself to vote against a preposi- 
lion, the general tenor of which, in its present 
shape, they approved. He understood amendmenis 
were to be offered on both sides of the House. 
In voting against the suspension of the rules, there- 
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fore, they would be placed in the embarrassing at- 
titude of seeming to oppose his resolution. 

Mr. BELL here interposed, and said he begged 
to know if it was in order to discuss these quesuons 
now. 

The CHAIR remarked that the gentleman was 
proceeding under the unanimous assent of the 
House for him to make a statement. 

Mr. BELL so understvod it, but then the gentle- 
man was making an argument which was to go 
forth to the country, and Mr. B. wanted to know 
ifany reply would be permitted, for the gentleman 
was certainly exceeding his privilege. Mr. B. 
would, however, ask him to explain to them and 
the country what was the mode of relief he propos- 
ed to give to the State banks, or whether he sought 
only to put forth an intention to relieve them with- 
out adopting any thing specific? He asked the 
gentleman— 

The CHAIR interposed, and reminded Mr. 
Be.t that if the House accorded its unaninous as- 
sent to one gentleman to make a siatement, a de- 
bate could not go, unless the House again assented. 
[Cries of “ go on!” “ go on!”] 1 

Mr. HAMER had but a few words more to say. 
Since he had offered the resolution, the letter of the 
Secretary of the Treasury had come out, contain- 
ing, Substantially, the same declaration; and, in ad- 
dition to that, the official organ of the Government 
(the Globe) had given a similar assurance. In ad- 
dition to that, also, the Bank Convention had pro- 
bably decided by this time upon the course they 
would pursue. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky here interposed. 
He said he had understood the gentleman merely 
to ask leave to make an explanation in relation 
to his own attitude; but he was now explaining 
for his own political party, for the organ of the 
Administration, and for the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. Now if the gentleman wanted to explain 
for himself, Mr. W. had no objection; but he 
should object to his going into explanations for his 
own political party. 

The CHAIR stated that any restriction was now 
beyond the power of the House, and this was one 
of the consequences that often grew out of gentle- 
men giving their unanimous consent to make 
statements. 

Mr. HAMER had said all he intended to say on 
the subject, and would only add his belief, in con- 
clusion, that the time had passed by when the 
adoption of the resolution would have any material 
effect one or way or the other; and for these rea- 
sons he did not intend to renew it, and should not, 
therefore, present it to the House again. 

Mr. MENIFEE rose, he said, merely to make 
one single remark. It was simply this— 

A gentleman rose and objected. 

Mr. MENIFEE moved a suspension of the rule 
to enable him to make his remark. 

Mr. PECK called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 85 to 71 nays; which, 
not being two-thirds, decided the motion in the 
negative. 

TEXAS. 

Mr. SHIELDS, on leave, presented the follow- 
ing joint preamble and resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of Tennessee: 

Whereas we have been anxious and attentive ob- 
Servers of tae progress«feventsin Texas, and have 
not been unmoved spectators of her late gallant and 
glorious struggle for freedom, and have seen that 
freedom achieved by those near and dear to us by 
the ties of kindred and common ancestry; and 
whereas we have seen, by a vote of the people of 
that Republic, an anxious desire manifested to be- 
come citizens of these United States; and whereas 
we believe that the gallant and chivalrous bravery 
of Texans in their struggle for liberty and free 
government, is an assurance of their worth, and 
sufficient evidence of their qualification, to entitle 
them to brotherhood and citizenship with us; and 
whereas, also, we believe that the annexation of 
Texas to these United States is a consummation 
devoully to be wished, and an end worthy our best 
exertions to attain, ifitcan be done without an in- 
fraction of the law of nations, or a ‘departure from 
the policy or principles of this Government: 

Now, therefore, Resolved by the General Assembly 
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of the State of Tennessee, That we desire most anx 
ously that Texas be acquired by these United 
States; and 

Resolved, That our Senators and Representatives 
in Congress be informed of our desire to acquire 
the territory of ‘Texas, and to annex it to the United 
States by treaty or purchase, and at such time as 
they may deem most expedient. 

Resolved, That a copy of this preamble and these 
resolutions be forwarded by the Governor of this 
State to our Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress, with a request that they introduce them to 
the consideration of both branches of Congress. 

JOHN COCKE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
TERRY H.CAHAL, 
Speaker of the Senate. 

Passed Jan. 20, 1838. 

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of 
Tennessee, That our Senators in Congress be in- 
structed, and our Representatives requested, to use 
their utmost exertions to procure the passage of a 
law making an appropriation to pay such of the 
Tennessee Volunteers as organized under the seve- 
ral calls made in 1836, and were not received into 
the service ef the United States. 

Resolved, ‘That the Governor of this State be re- 
quested to forward to each of our Senators and Re- 
presentatives in Congress a copy of these reso- 
lutions. (Signed as the former resolutions. ) 

The latter resolution was referred to the appro- 
priate committee. 

Mr. SHIELDS then moved to refer the other, 
ogether with all other papers heretofore presented 
om the subject of the annexation of Texas, to a 
select committee. 

Mr. BRONSON moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table. 

Mr. SHIEDDS asked for the yeas ani nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 107, nays 75 

So the subject was laid on the table. 

Petitions and memorials having been called for 
in the order of Territories and States, were pre- 
sented as follows: 

WISCONSIN. 

Mr. JONES. 

[Mr. Jones presented several petitions, praying 
the establishment of several post routes. Also, 
the petition of Robert C. Hoard, praying compen- 
sation for the apprehension of a fugitive trom 
justice, under a reward from the Governor of the 
Territory. Also, a petition from citizens of Wis- 
consin Territory, west of the Mississippi, praying 
for adonation of land for the purpose of con- 
structing a penitentiary in that section of the Ter- 
ritory.} 


ALABAMA. 
Mr. LEWIS. 
MICHIGAN. 
Mr. CRARY. 
ILLINOIS. 


Messrs. SNYDER and MAY. 

{Mr. May presented the petition of Caleb Dil- 
worth, praying compensation for a tract of land 
purchased. by him of the United States, which had 
been previously patented to a soldier of the late 
war. Also, a petition from a number of the inha- 
bitants of the northern part of Iilinois, praying for 
the right of pre-emption. Also, a petition from a 
number of the inhabitants of Winnebago, Stephen- 
son, and Jo Daviess counties, praying for the esta- 
blishment of certain mail routes. Also, a remon- 
strance from a number of citizens of Peoria county, 
Illinois, against the petition of the Right Rev. 
Bishop Chase, praying for the right of pre-emption 
to certain lands in said county.] 

OHIO. 

Messrs. MASON, WHITTLESEY, ALLEN, 
and HUNTER. 

[Mr. Hunter presented a petition from Timo- 
thy Leister and others, praying for an appropria- 
tion for a breakwater, to improve the harbor of 
Sandusky. Also, from Isaac Mills and otners, 
for an appropriation for a beacon Jight on Cedar 
Point, at the mouth of Sandusky Bay. Also,from 
Wm. Gallup and others, in relation to the receat 
duel. Also, from John Anderson and others, on 
the same subject. Also, from the Chiefs and 
Braves of the Wyandott tribe of Indians, in the 
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State of Ohio, complaining of neglect in the pay- 
ment of their annuities: referred to the Committee 
on ludian Affairs. 

ENNESSEE. 

Messrs. STONE and J. L. WILLIAMS. 

(Mr. Srone presented the petition of John P. 
Lang, postmaster at Ross Landing, Hamilton 
county, Tennessee, and ninety-four others, citizens 
of Meigs and Hamilton counties, praying for the 
cotablishment of a stage route from Kingston, Roan 
county, Tennessee, via Decatur, Ross Landing, 
‘Tennessee, thence to Tuscaloosa, Alabama: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. | 

{Mr. Jos. L. Witttams presented the petition of 
A. M. Caldwell, praying the compensation due to 
him as an ensign in the service of the United 
States: referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. Also, the petition of Samuel Douthet, pray- 
ing Congress to provide, by law, for the detention 
of so much of the Cherokee Indian annuity as will 
suffice to indemnify him for property taken or 
destroyed by said tribe, and which, by the first 
article of the treaty of 1785 they covenanted to 
surrender: referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs.) 

KENTUCKY. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 

GEORGIA. 

Mr. OWENS. 

|Mr. Owens presented the memorial of the Ma- 
con Steamboat company, praying to be allowed to 
import iron free of duty for the construction of two 
iron steamboats. | 

VIRGINIA. 

Messrs. WISE and MASON. 

|Mr. Wise presented a memorial from citizens 
of Georgetown and county of Washington, pray- 
ing for a retrocession of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. W. moved to refer it to a select committee 
of nine, with instructions to report a bill to oarry 
out the object prayed for. 

Mr. Pratt moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. Wisk, with a view, he said, to see if the 
House was disposed to consider the subject at all, 
asked for the yeas and nays. Mr. W. added that 
the Legislature of Maryland had signified its as- 
sent. 

Mr. Unperwoop. Only one branch ef it. 

The question was then taken on Jaying on the 
table, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 89, nays 
73. 

Mr. Wise then gave notice, that if a favoravle 
attempt could not be made, and that ina few 
years, to recede this District, he would go with the 
gentlemen from the West, freely and most cheer- 
tully, to move the seat of Government.] 

MARYLAND. 

Messrs. HOWARD, PEAREE, THOMAS, 
aud WORTHINGTON. 

Mr. THOMAS, with the leave of the House, 
said that he had seen this moraing, in the published 
journal of the House, that leave of absenee had 
been given to a member from Maine from and 
after the first day of May next. He desired to 
have an opportunity to record his vote against 
such a precedent in our proceedings. This he 
could not have, unless some member, who was 
present when this leave was granted, weuld do him 
a favor, and move to reconsider that vote. 

Mr. ATHERTON then made the motion to 
reconsider, which lies over. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Messrs. DAVIS, PAYNTER, KEIM, TO 
LAND, BEATTY, KLINGENSMITH, 8S. W. 
MORRIS, and POTTS. 

{Mr. S. W. Morris presented a petition for a 
mail route from Blakeley, in Luzerne county, to 
‘Thompson, Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania. } 

NEW JERSEY. 

Messrs. RANDOLPH, YORK, and STRAT- 
TON. 

NEW YORK. 

Messrs. CAMBRELENG, GRANT, FILL- 
MORE, BRODHEAD, MARVIN, CHILDS, 
NOBLE, PARKER, PRATT, and DE GRAFF. 

(Mr. Grant presented the following petitions. 
The petition of the postmasters of Ambury and 
Parish, and sixty-six other inhabitants of Oswego 
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county, New York, praying that the mail route 
from Camden to Calosse, be extended to Mexson- 
ville, in said county, accompanied with a map. 
The petition of forty-seven inhabitants of Hanni- 
bal, New York, praying the House of Representa- 
tives to repeal the resolution adopted the 2lst of 
December last, respecting petitions and papers re- 
lating to Slavery, which Mr. Grant moved to have 
eommitted to a select committee, but, by order 
of the House, was laid on the table. The petition 
of twenty-seven inhabitants of same town, praying 
the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the 
District of Colambia. The petition of twenty-five 
inhabitants of said town, praying the abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade in those Territories of 
the United States where they exist. The petition of 
twenty-five inhabitants of said town against the 
admission of any new State into the Union, whose 
constitution tolerates domesti¢ slavery. The peti- 
tion of twenty-seven inhabitants of said town, pray- 
ing Congress so to regulate commerce among the 
several States as to prohibit domestic slave trade.]} 

(Mr. Parker presented the memorial of Charles 
Lewis Fleischman, a graduate of the royal agri- 
oultural school of Bavaria, and a citizen of the 
United States, on the subject of improving the ag- 
ricultare of this county: ordered to be printed.]} 

{[Mr. J. C. Bropueap presented the petition of a 
number of inhabitants of the town of Neversink, 
in the county of Sullivan, New York, praying that 
a law may be passed to increase the pension of 
Peter Coon, asoldier and pensioner of the Revolu- 
tion, to the sum of twe hundred dollars per an- 
num: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. } 

{[Mr. Praty presented the petition of 160 inhab- 
itants of the town of Clermont, Columbia county, 
for a mail route from Clermont to Elizaville, thence 
to Jackson Corner, Dutches county, thence to 
Montrose, all in the State of New York.] 

VERMONT. 

Messrs. ALLEN, EVERETT, HALL, and 
SLADB. 

[Mr. ALLen presented the remonstrance and pe- 
tition of Samuel B. Bogen, and 65 others, citizens 
of Norfolk, in the county of St. Lawrence, and 
State of New York, against the Sub-Treasury bill, 
and in favor of a National Bank. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Messrs. HOLT, HALEY and PHELPS. 

{[Mr. Ha try presented the petition of Antis 
Daboll, the widow of John Daboll, a Revolutionary 
soldier, and moved its reference to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions. ]} 

(Mr. Hoxr presented the petition of Lucy 
Knowles and others, children and heirs of Richard 
Fortune, praying an allowance of land for services 
rendered by their father in the Revolution.] 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Messrs. BRIGGS, GRENNELL, FLETCHER, 
LINCOLN, BORDEN, ADAMS, PARMENTER 
and CUSHING. 

{[Mr. Parmenrer presented the petition of Eliza- 
beth Adams, for a Revolutionary pension. Also, 
the petition of Charles Boothaker and 55 others, of 
Chelmsford; of Sarah C. Rugg, and 119 other 
women of Groton; of Martha A. Parthurst, and 122 
other women of Chelmsford, of Mary H. Wildes, 
and 97 other women of Concord; of Mary F. Brig- 
ham and 32 other women of Dunstable; of Ezra 
Ripley, and 56 others, of Concord; of Martha 
Barnes, and 82 0 her women of Waltham, in the 
State of Massachusetts, for the rescinding of the 
resolution of 21st Deeember. ] 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Mr. ATHERTON. 

MAINE, 

Messrs. FAIRFIELD and NOYES. 

Petitions were also further presented, on leave, 
by Mr. DAWSON of Georgia, Mr. CARTER of 
Tennessee, and Mr. HOPKINS of Virginia. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY gave notice that he should 
call up, in a few days, the joint resolution for the 
purchase of certain maps. 

On motion of Mr. YELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of establishing a mail route from Poca- 
hyntas, Agkansas, to Stoddard, Missouri, through 


Green county, Arkansas. Also, from Jackson, by 
Strawberry, to Athens, Izard county, Arkansas 

On motion of Mr. YELL, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to this House copies of all instruc- 
tions to Major General Gaines relating to the se- 
lection of sites for military posts on the western 
frontier of Arkansas and Missouri, whether he has 
entered upon the duties assigned him, and when 
probably a report may be expected from him; and 
such other information as may be in the power of 
the Department to communicate, touching the com- 
mencement and progress of the defence of the 
western frontier. 

Mr. BOND of Ohio submitted the following 
joint resolution, which was ordered to lie on the 
table: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That no order shall be adopted by the 
Executive of the United States which discriminates 
in the medium in which payment may be made of 
the debts or public dues to the Government; and 
that, if any such order now exist, the same ought 
to be forthwith rescinded. 

On motion of Mr. MARTIN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from 
Blountville to Bennetisville, in Alabama. 

On motion of Mr. M’KENNAN, 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be direct- 
ed inform this House, whether the irregularities 
and failure of the great Western mail, between this 
city and Wheeling, have not been numerous and 
extraordinary for the last three months; what is 
the cause of these failures and irregularities, and 
how the evil may be remedied. 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be in- 
structed to inquire into the necessity of amending 
the laws, regulating the duties of marshal after 
resignation, so as to compel them or their deputies 
to execute all process, until a successor is appoint- 
ed and qualified. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee en Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
pealing the law establishing the Board of Navy 
Commissioners. 

Resolved further, That said committee inquire 
into the expediency of fixing by law the number 
of vessels; and also of officers, petty officers, and 
seamen to be employed in time of peace. 

On motion of Mr.GRAHAM of North Carolina, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from 
Rutherfordton, in North Carolina, by the Pleasant 
Gardens and Turkey cove, in Burk county, through 
Yancy county, to Elizabethton, in Carter county, 
in the State of Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. C. SHEPARD, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required 
to transmit to this House the chart of the survey 
of Core sound, in North Carolina, made under the 
superintendence of Col Kearney. 

On motion of Mr. LOOMIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of placing the name of Elizabeth Davidson, 
of New York, on the pension roll, for revolutiona- 
ry services of her late husband. 

On motion of Mr. A. STUART of Virginia, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instruced to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a post route from Elams- 
ville, in the county of Patrick, in Virginia, to 
Taylorsville, in Henry county, in the same State. 

On motion of Mr. FLETCHER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of au- 
thorizing suits against the United States, in the 
courts of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. L. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of paying to Dabney Walker his claim 
for an extra allowance for running the stage fro 
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Greensborough, in North Carolina, to Wythe C. 
H. in Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. OWENS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
funding to the steamboat company of Georgia the 
duties paid by them on the importation of iron for 
the building of steamboats, which they applied to 
Congress to be allowed to import free of duty, and 
which application was refused. 

Mr. CUSHING submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to inform this House whether a certain 
letter, bearing his signature and the date of the 
18th March, 1838, which has appeared in the pnb- 
lic papers, and which purports to make known the 
purpose of the Treasury Department in relation to 
the receipt and disbursement of the promissory 
notes of the State banks by the Federal Govern- 
ment is authentic or not; and, if ifbe, to communi- 
cate to the House a copy of the same, and also 
copies of any and every other official letter of his 
on the same subject matter; and that he be further 
directed to report to the House the views and inten- 
tion of the Department in the premises, and the 
measures adopted, and to be adopted, in execution 
thereof. 

The resolution, under the rule, would lie over 
ene day. 

Mr. C. moved its consideration now, but the 
House refused. 

Mr. SOUTHGATE offered the following resolu- 
tion, which, under the rule, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
transmit to Congress the names of all receivers, 
collectors and disbursers of the public money, in 
office on the first day of January, 1838, who were 
in default to the Government at that period, desig- 
nating the amount of each respective liability. 

On motion of Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS of 
Tennessee, 

Resolved, That the Committe on Public Lands 
inquire into the expediency of indemnifying the 
citizens of that Section of the conntry commonly 
called The Strip, (embracing that part of the State 
of Tennesse south of Winchester line,) for the inju- 
ry they received by a disregard, on the part of the 
Government, of the treaty of 1818, in disposing of 
the lands in said county for the benefit of the 
Chickasaw indians, contrary to the provisions of 
said treaty. 

On motion of Mr. J. L. WILLIAMS of Ten- 
nessee, 

Resolved, Tnat the Committee on Indian Affairs 
inquire into the propriety of reporting a bill pro- 
viding the rate of compensation due to such war 
riors of the Cherokee tribe of Indians as were 
wounded in the service of the United States, pur- 
suant to the fourteenth article of the treaty between 
the United States and said tribe; concluded the 29th 
December, 1835, and ratified 23d May, 1836. 

Mr. S. WILLIAMS submitted the following re- 
solution, which, under the rule, lies on the table: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to report a bill making it un- 
lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury, or any 
other officer of this Government, to continue in 
force or make any general or special order making 
a distinction or discrimination in the medium or 
kind of currency in which the different branches of 
the revenne (either from the sales of the public 
lands, or from any other source) of the United 
States shall be collected. 

On motion of Mr. C. SHEPARD of North Ca- 
rolina, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re- 
quired to transmit to this House the examination 
and survey of the harbor of Beaufort, North Caro- 
lina, authorized by the act of March, 1837, or to 
inform the House why the act has not been carried 
into effect. 

On motion of Mr. J. JOHNSON of Virginia, 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of the Public 
Buildings lay before this House a copy of all the 
contracts made in his office in the year 1837, either 
for materials furnished, or to be furnished, or for 
labor performed, or to be performed, and the names 
Qf all the applicants for the said contracts, and the 
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amount of their bids respectively, and that he make 
a similar report to this House at the beginning of 
each session of Congress. 

Mr. FILLMORE submitted the following reso- 
lution, which, under the rule, lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be directed to report a bill allowing any of- 
ficer and soldier entitled to bounty lands, who has 
not received a patent for the same, to locate them 
on any lands belonging to the United States, sub- 
ject to private entry; and that they also inquire 
into the expediency of allowing ayy one who has 
received his patent for bounty lands to surrender 
the same, and locate the same quanwty upow any 
lands subject to private entry. 

On motion of Mr. GRANT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be directed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting a pension to Samuel Philips, of Oswe- 
go county, in the State of New York, a soldier in 
the Revolutionary war. 

Mr. HOPKINS offered the following: 

Considering the business, commerce, circulation, 
and exchanges, of the country, are in a deranged 
and embarrassed condition; and considering, also, 
that a part of the banks of the United States have 
expressed a desire to resume specie payments at an 
early period: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That if the banks, or a portion of them, do thus 
resume, it will be the duty of the General Govern- 
ment, within the limits of its constitutional antho- 
rity, to aid such banks in regaining publie confi- 
dence, and to sustain them in their laudable efforts 
to fulfil their obligations, to relieve the wants of the 
community, and to restore to the people a sound 
circulating medium. 

Mr. H. stated that this was literally a copy of 
Mr. Hamer’s resolution; and he gave notice that, 
as soon as the States were called through, he should 
move its consideration. 

On motion of Mr. T. B. JACKSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Oflice 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from East 
Hampton to Amagansett, Suffolk county, im the 
State of New York. 

On motion of Mr. CURTIS, 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be re- 
quested to inform this House what number of fail- 
ures in the arrival at the New York Post Office 
have occurred in respect to the Express mail be- 
tween New Orleans and New York, since the first 
day of January last. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of authorizing a patent to issue to J. A. Fleming, 
for the west half of the southwest quarter, and the 
southeast quarter of the northwest quarter, of sec- 
tion ten, township six, range four east, in the St. 
Stephens district, according to a duplicate receipt 
issued to him by the receiver of the public moneys 
at St. Stephens. 

On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation to erect a monument or beaeon 
on York Ledge, in the State of Maine. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inguire into the expediency of 
eonfining the instruction hereafter to be given, at 
the Military Academy at West Point, exclusively 
to the elements and practice of eivil and military 
engineering. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS of N. H. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutiongry 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting a pension to William Nute, a re- 
volutionary soldier. 

On motion of Mr. LEWIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the exp?- 
diency of compensating Cummings and Spykers, 
merchants of Montgomery, for the loss of two thou- 
sand dollars by the robbery of the regular mail, 
after they had paid postage on the said letter to be 
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carried by the Express mail, from Mobile to Mont- 
gomery. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation for the purchase of 
certain records belonging to Madame Pintado and 
others, relating to the grants of lands in Louisiana 
made by the Spanish Government, whilst that 
country was in possession of said Government. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affais 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of re 
funding to the Choctaw Indians the amount of the 
claim allowed Joseph Bogy, by the act of the 24 
July, 1836, and directed to be deducted from the 
annuity payable to said Indiaws by treaty. 

On motion of Mr. MALLORY, 

Resolved, Thatthe President of the United States 
be requested to cause a list of the officers of the 
corps of engineers to be furnished to this House, 
with the designation of the several fortifications 
and other works at which each officer may have 
been employed during the year 1837, specifying 
the State and Territory where situated ; also, what 
military engineers, if any, have been employed in 
1837 on civil works of internal improvement, to 
the exclusion or suspension of any work for the 
defence of the country; and if so, the reason 
therefor; and what progress has been made in 
completing the work called Fortress Monrce, in 
Virginia, during the last two vears; and whethe: 
any portion of the money appropriated to this fort 
has been transferred to other works; if -o, what 
amount; to what work or works applied, and the 
reasons therefor. 

On motion of Mr. TILLINGHAST, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of extending the provisions of the pension law tosuch 
surviving officers and soldiers zs rendered miliary 
service to the American cause inthe war of the Re- 
volution, by serving in America with the forces o! 
any power in alliance with the United States, and 
have continued since the termination of that war, 
to be inhabitants of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. BOULDIN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of allowing additional compensation 
to the Deputy Postmaster General at Baine’s ta- 
vern, Cumberland county, Va. 

On motion of Mr. YORK, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of establishing a mail route from Poca- 
hontas, Ark. through the northern part of Green 
county, to Stoddard Court House, Mo. Also a mai! 
route from Jackson, via Longs on Strewbury river 
to Athens, the county seat of Izard county, Ar- 
kansas. 

On motion of Mr. CLEVELAND, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
ond Post Roads be instructed to inquire into expe- 
diency of establishing a post route from the city 
of Macon, Bibb county, via Pine Level, Fort Val- 
ley, Bartlett, Macon Court House, to Americus, in 
Sumpter county, Ga. 

On motion of Mr. DEBERRY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Fay- 
etteville, N.C. up to the Cape Fear, on the west 
side of M’Neill’s Ferry, thence crossing the river 
to Blalock’s store, in} the upper part of Cumber- 
land county, thence to Raleigh, from thence to 
Johnson’s store, in Johnson county, thence to 
Droughan’s store, in Sampson county, thence to 
Fayetteville. 

On motion of Mr. HAWKINS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post rovie fromm 
Raleigh, in the State of North Carolina, o Gray's 
hill, in Washingtan eounty. 

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post R 1ads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a mail route from Hills- 
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voro, in Orange county, North Carolina, to Roxboro, 
in ——— county, in the same State. 

On moticn of Mr. UNDERWOOD, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a post route from Bowling 
Green, Ky. by the lock and dam now in the pro- 
gress of construction on Big Barren river, to Hen- 
derson, on the Ohio river, passing through Mor- 
gantown ia the route. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to inform this House, as soon as practica- 
ble, whether, in the present financial condition of 
the country and of the Treasury, it will not be most 
judicious and proper to make such appropriations as 
will preserve the public works from injury and di- 
lapidation alone; and if such a course will not be 
judicious and proper, he then inform the House 
whether some or all the estimates for the service of 
the year 1838 already submitted, for fortifications, 
the improvement of harbors and rivers, the esta- 
blishment of light-houses, beacons, and buoys, the 
construction of roads, the service of the Indian 
Department, and for all other purposes, cannot 
be without injury to the public service; 
such reduction can be made, that he de- 
signate what proposed appropriations may pro- 
perly be reduced, and how much; and further, 
that he inform the House whether some of the 
appropriations already made may not, without 
material injury to the country, be suspended for 
the present; if so, to designate them; also, that he 
inforin this House whether, if all the appropri- 
ations made are expended, and those proposed are 
made, the amount now in the Treasury, or esti- 
mated to come into it during the present year, will 
be sufficient to mect them; and, if not, what will be 
the deficit, and in what manner it is proposed to be 
met. 

Oa motion of Mr. MASON, of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Zanes- 
field, in Logan county, State of Ohio, to Dowing- 
ville, in said county. 

On motion of Mr. SNYDER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instracted to provide by law for the appointment 
of midshipmen in the navy, so that an equal num- 
ber may be chosen from each congressional district 
in the United States. 

On motion of Mr. MAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the ost Office 
and Post Roads inquire into the exped.cncy of es- 
iablishing a post ronte from Canton, n Falton 
county, Illinois, via Travis’s to Macon», in Mc- 
Donough county. 

On motion of Mr. HARPER, of Oh 

Resolved, That the Cemmittee on Rey 
Pensions inguire into the expediency of 
pension to Jeremiah Peans, of Michig 
Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. PARKER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
he instructed to inquire into the expediency of pre- 
senting to the Sultan of Muscat a small vessel or 
some other suitable present, as a token of acknow- 
ledgmeut for his kindness and liberality in reliev- 
ing the officers and crew of the Peacock when in 
jeopardy on the coast of Arabia, in September, 
1835 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, 

Reso/ved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
s'ructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
compensation to the legal representatives of Allen 
H. Powell, deceased, for the value of a horse and 
equipage lost in Florida, whilst in the service of 
the United States. 

On motion of Mr. SHIELDS, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Clai:os be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency o! allowing 
additional pay to such troops as have been or are 
einployed in the service of the Uniied States, in 
the present Florida or Seminole war, an: have lost 
their horses and baggage in said servic., witheut 
any tault of theirs, because the United S:ates had 
failed to provide forage for said horses, and who 
were required to perform, and did perform, after 
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they were dismounted, on foot, the same services 
which were required of mounted men in said ser- 
vice; and also of providing that the horses of any 
of said troops which may have died from excessive 
fatigue, in executing extraordinary orders of the 
commanding officers, without any fault of their 
riders; or such of said horses as were killed by 
accident or casualty, while under the immediate 
orders and direction of said officers, shall be paid 
for by the United States. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Mar- 
shall, in Clark county, to Charleston, in Coles 
county, Illinois. 

On motion of Mr. EWING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions inquire into the expediency of allowing a 
balance of pension due to Charles Fitzgerald, late 
a pensioner of the United States on the pension list 
roll of Indiana, to be drawn by his son, James 
Fitzgerald, the administrator on his father’s effects. 

On motion of Mr. LEADBETTER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for an interchange of duty by the 
judges of the Circuit Courts of the United States, 
where one or mere of said judges are interested in 
any matter therein pending, or where trial cannot 
be had without prejudice to the parties. 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be iustracted to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation for continuing the 
work of removing the obstructions to the naviga- 
tion of the Cocheco river, in New Hampshire. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House, if not 
incompatible with the public interest, any informa- 
tion which he may have received, officially or 
otherwise, relating to an attack by a Mexican 
armed vessel upon the steamboat Columbia, bear- 
ing the flag of the United States, in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire inte the 
expediency of establishing a post route from 
Lynch Creek post office to Conw? borough, in 
South Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. STANLEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation for the purpose of con- 
tinuing the work of removing a sand shoal in Pam- 
lico river, North Carolina, by means «-f one of the 
dredging machines, to be employed in said State. 

On motion of Mr. JOSEPH S. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of re- 
porting a bill providing the rate of compensation 
due tosuch warriors of the Cherokee tribe of In- 
dians as were wounded in the service of the Uni- 
ted States, pursuant to the 14th article of the treaty 
between the United States and said tribe, concluded 
With December, 1835, and ratified 23d May, 1836. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE of Indiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on ihe Post Office 
and Post Roads be instracted to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing the following mail routes 
in the State of Indiana, to wit: From Putnamville, 
in Putnam county, via Greencastle, Dickson’s 
Mills, Rockville, Annapolis, West Union, West- 
port, and Lodi, to Eugene. Also, from Wolf 
Lake, in Nob!e county, via Oswego and Leesburg, 
to Plymouth, in Marshall county. 

On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to furnish this House with a statement, 
showing the nett proceeds of the sales of lands in 
Ohio, by Congress, ceducting all expeases incident 
thereto, from and after the 30th day of Jane, 1802, 
computing also five per cent. of said proceeds, 
and showing also, what sum is equal to two-fifths 
of said five per cent; and also three fifths of the 
sgme. Also, a similar statement in relation to the 
lands sold by Congress in Indiana, from and after 











the first day of December, 1816. Also, a similar 
statement in relation to the lands sold by Congress 
in Illinois, from and after the Ist day of January. 
1819. Also, a similar statement in relation to the 
lands sold by Congress in Missouri, from and after 
the Ist day of January, 1821. Also, a statement 
of the whole amount of money appropriated for 
the Cumberland Road, lying east of the Ohio river 
discriminating that which is expended in Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, and Maryland, the whole amount 
for said road lying within the State of Indiana 
and the whole amount of said road lying within 
the State of Illinois. Also, a statement of the 
aggregate of all moneys appropriated for the Cum- 
berland road; a stateinent of the aggregate of the 
several sums of two-fifths, herein before required; 
and also, a statement of the difference between 
the two aggregate sums last required, with the 
distance said road passes through each State, 
and the quantity of land belonging to the United 
States, and exempt from taxation within each 
State. 

On motion of Mr. HARLAN, 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be direct- 
ed to inform this House whether he has collected a 
judgment rendered in favor of the Post Office De- 
partment against Samuel! B. Crockett and Francis 
P. Blair, in the Federal Courts of Kentucky, and 
reported by him to this House the 3d March, 1837, 
of “ balances” due the Department prior to the Ist 
of July, 1836, in the following words: “Suits or- 
dered, and judgments obtained, May, 1824, for 
$1,827 O1, credited by €431 37; penalty remitted 
by Postmaster General, leaving balance as Stated. 
Application for relief, refused by the Department; 
December 20, 1825, fi. fa. issued, and returned 
March, 1826, no estate found; information was 
sought by the Department relative to the parties, 
November 30, 1835; referred to the District At- 
torney December 30, 1835; also wrote to him Feb- 
ruary 13, 1837;” And if he has not collected said 
judgment, what steps, if any, have been taken to 
enforce the collection of the same. 

Resolved further, That the Postmaster General 
be directed to inform this House whether it is the 
practice of the Department to remit the penalty in- 
curred by defaulting deputy postmasters, without 
the payment of the principal debt. And that he be 
further directed to inform this Honse what amount 
of moneys has been paid by his Department to the 
said Francis P. Blair for printing ordered by said 
Department since the rendition of the judgment 
and return of said writ ef execution aforesaid. 


On motion of Mr. GLASCOCK, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
to the corporation of the City of Augusta, Georgia, 
such sum of money as the said corporation ad- 
vanced and expended for the benent of the United 
States, in fitting outa corps of Volunteers for the 
defence of Florida, after the massacre of Major 
Dade’s command. 


On motion of Mr. HOLT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of extending the law of 1830 to those who 
have became widows since that period, who were 
actually the wiv’s of officers or soldiers at the time 
the services were rendered by their husbands in the 
army of the United States during the Revolution- 
ary war. 

On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting a pension to Hannah Lord, wi- 
dow of Daniel Lord, a soldier of the Revolution. 


On motion of Mr. PRATT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a post route from 
Clermont, in Columbia, to Elizaville; from thence 
to Jackson Corner, in Dutchess county; and from 
thence eastwardly until it intersect at the village of 
Mountross, in the State of New York; and, also, 
the expediency of discontinuing the route from Up- 
per Red Hook to Jackson Corner, in Dutchess 
county. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia offered the follow- 
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ing resolution, which, under the rale, lies On the 
table: 

Resolved, That a Committee of ——- members be 
appointed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 

ing an amendment to the Constitution of the 
Daited States, prohibiting any State incorpora- 
ting banks or other incorporations from issuing and 
circulating notes of the same or lower denomina- 
tion of the highest denomination of the coins of the 
United States. 

Mr. HOPKINS asked the House to take up and 
consider the resolution submitted by him this morn- 
ing, (Mr. Hamer’s.] 

Mr. PETRIKIN rose and objected. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved a suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr. CLARKE of New York called for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered, and were, yeas 116, 
nays 83. 

Not being two-thirds, the rules were not sus- 
pended. 

Mr. NOYES, on leave, presented ¢ertain resolu- 
tions of one branch of the Legislature of Maine 
on the subject of the currency, and moved their 
printing. 

The SPEAKER propounding the question as if 
the resolutions had been from both branches— 

Mr. FAIRFIELD said, as the Speaker had 
named these resolutions as emanating from the 
Legislature of Maine, he felt it to be his duty, 
that no erroneous impression should be made upon 
the House in regard to them, to say, that the reso- 
lutions are from one branch only of the Legislature. 
In the other branch, the Senate, the resvlution de- 
nouncing the Sub-Treasury system as ‘“‘anti-Repub- 
ican in its character, opposed to the best interests 
of the community, and dangerous to the liberties 
of the people,” was modified by striking out ‘‘Sub- 
Treasury system,” and inserting a National Bank. 

Mr. SMITH and Mr. ANDERSON confirmed 
the above statement, axd made some additional 
ones, when the paper was referred, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Sundry bills from the Senate were then taken 
up, read twice, and referred. 

The amendment of the Senate to the “bill for 
the relief of Winthrep Sears” was coneurred in. 

The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: 

The bill for the relief of Patrick Green of Mary- 
land. 

The bill for the relief of Jehu Hollinsworth of 
Alabama. 

The bill for the relief of William James Adrons 
of Alabama. 

The bill for the relief of William Walker of 
Alabama. 

The bill for the relief of Joel Chandler of Ala- 
bama 

The bill for the relief of James A. Williams of 
Alabama. 

The bill for the relief of Abraham Woodall of 
Alabama. 

Tne bill for the relief of the heirs of Nathan, 
Peter, and William Adams, deceased. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Mownnay, April 16, 1838. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated to the 
Senate a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
containing a report of the General Land Office in 
relation to Jands subject to sale at private entry for 
twenty-five years and upwards: laid on the table, 
and ordered. to be printed. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a remonstrance, signed 
by certain citizens of Pennsylvania, against the 
enforcement of the Cherokee treaty: laid on the 
table. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a joint resolation 
from the Legis:ature of Michigan asking an appro- 
priation of $20,000 for the purpose of erecting a 
light-house, erecting a pier, and otherwise improv- 
ing the harbor at the mouth of Clinton river in that 
State. 

Mr. SWIFT presented a petition from certain 
citizens of Vermont, remonsirating against the an- 
nexation of Texas: laid on the table ; also, 
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One from the same quarter praying the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia. The mo- 
tion to receive was laid on the table. 

Mr. LYON presented the petition of Joseph La- 
ronger, praying compensation for certain buildirgs 
destreyed by the enemy during the last war with 
Great Britain, in consequence of their occupation 
by the United States troops. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a petition 
from William Warden, an invalid pensioner, pray- 
ing arrearages of his pension. 

Also, from Leonard Stringer, in relation to the 
same: referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens, owners and masters of vessels, of De- 
laware, remonstrating against the division of that 
State into two collection districts: ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Gilbert 
Knappe, praying compensation for services as in- 
spector of customs, &c. referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. FULTON presented a resolution of the Le- 
gislature of Arkansas, asking the passage of a law 
of Congress to authorize a sale of the sixteenth sec- 
tion of land in Chicot county, in that State: referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the petitions 
of Richard Poole and Samuel Hilton, moved to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
same; which was concurred in. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee 9n Indian 
Affairs, moved to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Bazil Brown, for 
horses sold to a certain tribe of Indians. Mr. W. 
said that the committee had no doubt of the honesty 
of the claim, so far as to the horses being actually 
delivered to the Indians; but the commissioner iu 
the case, who was authorized to negotiate the trea- 
ty, was expressly directed to make no admissions 
of debts. Also, to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Mr. Beck, for guns 
furnished some Indians: concurred in. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the legal re- 
presentatives of Philip Barbour, deceased; which 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committe on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill confirming certain 
land claims in Louisiana; which was read and or- 
dered to a second reading. 


On motion of Mr. YOUNG, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads he instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of establishing a post route from Peoria, in 
the State of Illinois, by way of Oceola, Thermopylx, 
and Wapello, to Galena, and also from Oquauska, 
on the Mississippi river, by way of Monmouth, 
Knoxville, La Fayette, Oceola, Providence, and 
Windsor, to Enterprise, at the termination of the 
Illinois and Michigan Canal, in said State. 

Mr. KING said he rose with a view to intro- 
duce a resolution, calling the attention of Congress 
to the time when the labors of the session ought to 
be brought to aclose. He knew by experience, 
said Mr. K. that unless a day be fixed, the public 
business is often procrastinated, and time wasted 
in unprofitable discussion, which ought to be more 
profitably employed. More was done in one week 
after the period of adjournment was known, than 
in the lapse of three, where it was not. With a 
view, then, to call the attention of Congress to this 
subject, he had prepared a resolution fixing the pe- 
riod for the first Monday in June next, which 
would be the fourth of that month. Mr. K. said 
he would let it lie on the table for the present, in 
order that Senators might consult together in rela- 
tion to it; but avowed his determination to call it 
up at some reasonable day, wiiha view to decisive 
action upon it: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the President of the Senate and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives do ad- 
journ their respective Houses on Monday, the 4th 
day of June next. 

The following bills were severally read a third 
time and passed: 





An act for the relief of James McMahon. 

An act for the relvet of Curtis Grubb. 

An act for the relief of Alexander C. Morgan. 

An act for the relief of Jonathan Elliot. 

An act for the relief of John Wilson. 

An act jor the relief of Thomas Tyner and 
others. 

An act for the relief of James L. Kenner. 

An act for the relief of H. W. Russel. 

An act for the relief of Freeman Brady. 

An act for the relief of James Callan. 

An act for the relief of D. W. Healey. 

An act for the relief of Ann W. Johnson. 

Anact for the relief of Winthrop Sears. 

A bill to refund to the Georgia Railroad and 
Banking Company certain duties paid upon rail- 
road iron. 

A billto refund certain dates upon railroad iron, 
paid by the New York and Harlem Railroad Com- 
pany. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Sumpter. 

A bill for the relief cf the legal representatives 01 
Patrick McGibbony. 

A bill for the relief of Charles M. Keller and 
Henry Stone. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives ot 
Robert White. 

A bill for the rehet of the heirs of Francis L. 2 
Goodwin. 

A bill for the relief of Michael Ambristet 

A bill for the relief of Wiliam Cogswell. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and representa 
tives of Cart. John Fulford. 

The bill for the relief of E. W. and EH. Smith, 
was taken up, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

SPECIAL ORDERS. 

The bill to prevent the issuing and cirenlation 
of the bills, notes, and other securities, of corp ra- 
tions created by acts of Congress, which have ex- 
pired, being taken up— 

Mr. GRUNDY rose and addressed the Senaie 
until 4 o’clock; when, 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Senate wen! 
into the consideration of Exeentive business, and 
soon after 

Adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvespay, April 17, 1838, 

After the reading of the Journal, 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, remarked 
that having yesterday, under a misapprehension «/ 
the question, voted against the consideration of a 
resolution offered by a gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Hoexins,} he would, if in order, move a re- 
consideratiou of that vote. Mr. C. would embrac: 
the opportunity to state, that he made this motiou 
from no apprehension that the Government wonid 
oppose unnecessary obstacles to the resumption «| 
specie payments, or that it would not, within the 
limits of its constitutional powers, aid in the resto- 
ration of a sound and healthy currency; but for the 
sole purpose of placing himself in a true position 
before his consituents upon a snbject of great in- 
portance tothe commercial prosperity of the country 

The SPEAKER observed that the motion woul! 
be entered. 

Mr. SIBLEY, on leave, submitted the followine 
resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of granting a pension to widow Phebe Iar- 
rington, of the county of Ontariv, in the State ot 
New York. 

Mr. ADAMS, from a select committee, moved | 
that the use of the Halli be granted on Wedne-s- 
day and Thursday mornings, from 9 till 11 o'clock, 
to Professor Espy to deliver two lectures, buat it 
being objected to, Mr. A. at the suggestion of the 
Speaker, waived the motion till the standing com- 
mittees were called through. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio from the Commit- 
tee of Claims, reported Senate bill, for the reliet 
of Samuel Ferguson, with a recommendatien that 
it do not pass. 

Mr. BOON, from the Committee on the Pablic 
Lands, reported, without amendment, Senate bil| 
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providing for the reduction and graduation of the 
price of the public lands. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the benefit of the Alabama, Flori- 
da, and Georgia Railroad Company 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported Senate bill, giving effect io 
the 8th article of the treaty of 1819 with Spain, 
with a recommendation that it do not pass; the 
consideration of which was postponed till Monday 
next. 

Mr. COLES, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Francis 
Fowler. 

Mr. YELL, on leave, laid on the table a pro- 
posed amendment he intended to offer to the bill in 
relation to the Western Frontier; which, on his mo- 
tion, was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. INGHAM, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported Senate bill, without amendment, 
io remunerate the captors of the privateer Lydia. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committe on F o 
reign Affairs, ceported the bill, without amendment, 
to provide for the northeast boundary line of the 





United Siates, aceordiag to tke provisions of the | 


treaty of peace o! 1783. 

Mr. F. gave notice that he should call up the bill 
thisday two weeks. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Comittee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That this House will proceed, on Fri- 
day next, after 12 o'clock, to consider bills reported 
by the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and those 
which may be reported from that commuttee before 
that ume. 

Mr. T. stated that there were a number of bills 
reported from this committee two or three years 
ago, on which there would be no discussion, as none 
had been acted on or reached at the second session 
of the last Congress. He therefore hoped the House 
would give at least one day to these bills. 

‘The motion, however, was disagreed to. 

Mr. AYCRIGG, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Thomas Harrison. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia, from the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions, made an unfavor- 
able report in the case of Jacob McGinnis; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. FLETCHER of Vermont, from the Com- 
mittee on Patenis, reported a bill in addition to the 
act to promote the encouragement of the useful 
arts. 

Mr. F. also made an adverse report against the 
petition of Thomas G. Coyle. 

Mr. PEARCE moved its reference to a select 
committee. 

Mr. RENCHER opposed this reference, on the 
ground that its proper jurisdiction was the commit- 
tee which had reported against it. 

Mr. PEARCE asked the chairman of the com- 
mittee on what grounds they had reported against 
the petition. 

Mr. FLETCHER replied, that on taking the 
subject under consideration, the committee deemed 
it One not coming within their province at all. 
The petition was not for a patent, but for an exa- 
mination into the merits of a patent already zrant- 
ed to him for a water cement, and into the pro- 
priety of its being used by the Government in the 
public works. For this reason it was returned to 
the House. 

The motion of Mr. PEARCP was agreed to, 
and the committee ordered to consist ef five mem- 
bers. 

Mr. FLETCHER, on leave, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, the Senate concurring therein, That the 
Commissioner of Patents have the privilege of tak- 
ing books from *the Library of Congress, for the 
use of his Department, under the rules and regula- 
tions that are prescribed to members of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. PETRIKLN, the resolution 
was referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. ADAMS then renewed his motion to grant 
the use of the hall to-morrow and next day morn- 
ings, from 9 till 11 o'clock, to Professor Espy; the 
motion being made from a select committee on the 
subject of encouraging meteorological observations 
throughout the Uuited States. 
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After some remarks from Messrs. CONNOR and 
WHITTLESEY of Ohio, in its support, 

Mr. PICKENS moved to lay it on the table: lost. 

The mouon was further advocated by Mr. TIL- 
LINGHAST, when 


Mr. McKENNAN moved the previous question; | 


which was seconded, and ordered. 
Mr. PETRIKIN cailed for the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the motion, but they were re- 


fused; and the motion was agreed to—ayes 99, noes | 


not counted. 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts, fiom the se- 
lect committee on the subject, reported a bill grant- 
ing a bounty of land to such soldiers of the old 
Fourth regiment of infantry as served during any 
part of the war with Great Britain. 

TREASURY BUILDING. 

Mr. LINCOLN asked the House to go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the bill reported by the 
Committee on the Public Buildings, to provide for 
removing the walls of the new Treasury building. 
He stated that there were between one and two 
hundred persons out of employment in consequence 
of the suspension of the work. 

Mr. RENCHER objected to setting aside the 
regular business for particular objects. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, appealed to the | 
gentiecman fron North Carolina to withdraw his ob- | 


jection, to which Mr. R. ‘assented. 

Mr. BOON renewed the objection. 

Mr. LINCOLN moved a suspension of the rules, 
which was agreed to without a count, and the 
House went into Committee of the Whole, Mr. 
POPE in the Chair, and took up the following Dill: 
A BILL providing tor the removal of the walls of 

the Treasury building, and for the erectivn of a 

fire-proof building for the Post Office Department. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
be, and he hereby is, authorized to cause the unfi- 
nished walls of the Treasury building, now in the 
process of construction, to be taken down, and the 
materia!s to be removed and applied to the con- 
struction of a fire-proof building of such dimen- 
sions and upon such plan of arrangement as may 
be required for the use and accommodation of the 
Post Office Department, on the site of the Post Of- 
fice bnilding recently destroyed by fire; and, for 
this purpose, that he be authorized to appointa 
skilfai architect to prepare and submit to him the 
necessary plans for the proper construction of such 
building, having regard to the use of the materials 
aforesaid, which being approved by him, shall be 
conformed to in the erection of the structure. And 
the said architect may be continued in the superin- 


tendence of the construction of the building, or | 
another employed in that service, as the President | 


may judge best. 
Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That, for the 
erection of the building authorized by the first sec- 


tion of this act, in addition to the materials to be | 


removed and applied thereto, as therein mentioned, 
there be, and hereby is, appropriated, the sum of 
one hundred and fifiy thousand dollars, out of any 


money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated | 


by law. 


Mr. LINCOLN went into a detailed statement | 
on the subject, and gave some explanations in re- || 
ference to the report of the committee lately pub- || 

Mr. L. addressed the committee at length | 


lished. 
on the whole subject. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG thought the House should 
do nothing more at present than arrest the present 


building, and not make a new or additional appro- | 


priation, in the present condition of the Treasury, 


of $150,000, besides $140,000 of unexpended 
balance. 


architects, the committee would rise, so that the 


House might progress with more important and | 


pressing business. 


Mr. THOMPSON was opposed to the rising of | 


the committee, for he was anxious that this build- 
ing should go on, so necessary and indispensable for 
the preservation of the public documents, records, 
and archives, of the Treasury Depaitment. Mr. 


T. expressed his confidence in the architectural 
skiN of Mr. Mills. 











He expressed a hope that, instead of go- | 
ing into the merits and controversies of different | 





Mr. PICKENS regarded the whole question as 
one of critical taste or judgment, in which, perhaps, 


no two architects could be found to agree. Every 
archiiect had his own peculiar notions of taste; and 
if this building were pulled down, and another 
site and plan selected, that might, in its turn, 
be condemned by some other fastidious cri- 
tic. If the precedent involved in this bill should 
be adopted, there would be no end to it, and 
they might be continually pulling down, and 
even destroy, all the old buildings. No mat- 
ter who might be the architect of a structure, 
he would bring a dozen to condemn it. He 
preferred the present plan going on; and referring 
to the buildings constructed by Mr. Mills in South 
Garolina, stated that he had great confidence in 
that gentleman. 

In order to test the sense of the House in regard 
to the propriety of this measure, and to the princi- 
ples embraced in the establishment of such a pre- 
cedent, he moved to strike out the enacting clause 
of the bill. 

Mr. BOON was in favor of continuing the build- 
ing under the present architect, for he supposed the 
controversy Originated mainly from another want- 
ing the job. He had no expectation that this bill 
would pass; but if the motion to strike out the 
enacting clause should fail, he would move an 
amendment, the purport of which was, that the 
building authorized by this act should be erected in 
the city of Cincinnati or Louisville, preparatory to 
the removal of the seat of Government west of the 
mountains. This bill presented a fair opportunity 
for such a provision. 

Mr. RENCHER opposed the bill on the ground 
that he preferred relying on the judgment of an 
architect of their own, rather than on that of one 
who was unknown to it, and had given an opinion 
under’ circumstances of opposition, having been 
called in to give an opinion against the proposed 
structure and condemn it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina was in 
favor of pulling down what was done, mainly for 
the reason that he would substitute a cheaper edi- 
fice, though he was of opinion that the weight of 
evidence, as to the stability of the proposed build- 
ing, was against the Government architect. 

Mr. YELL assented to the views of Mr. Ren- 
CHER, and was not disposed to throw away eighty 
or a hundred thousand dollars for pulling down 
this building, at a time, too, when appropriations 
were wanted for the necessities of the Government, 
such as the Florida war, &c. Mr. Y. proceeded, 
at some length, to oppose the bill, and argued with 
much warmth in favor of economy and retrench- 
ment. 

Mr. EVERETT supported the bill on the strength 
of the repcrt of the committee, and the opinions of 
the architects who had condemned the building, and 
who had no prejudicial bias. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO spoke in opposition to the 
bill, and especially tothe policy of dispensing with 
the materials already collected, even if the site 
should be disapproved of, unless it was designed to 
construct a palace instead of a suitable house of 
business. 

Mr. MERCER briefly advocated the bill, when, 
on motion of Mr. NAYLOR, the committee rose 
and reported; and, 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


re 


IN SENATE, 
Torspay, April 17, 1838. 


The CHAIR presented a communication from 
the Treasury Department, transmitting an abstract 
prepared by the Comptroller of the Treasury, show- 
ing the official emoluments of certain officers of 
the custums: laid on the table, and ordered to be 

rinted. 

Mr. WHITE presented the resolutions of the 
General Assembly of the State of Tennessee in fa- 
vor of the annexation of Texas to the Union; and 
resolutions from the same, asking Congress to 
make provision for the payment of the troops of 
that State called into the service of the United 
States in the year 1832; the first of which were 
read, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed 
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and the last were referred to the Commitee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRESTON, in reference to the first of these 
resolutions, gave notice that he should call up the 
subject connected with them at the earliest day pos- 


sibie. 

8 ROBINSON presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Illinois, for a new post route: refer- 
red to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads. 

. Mr. TROTTER presented the petition of the 
legal representatives of J. B. D. De Verbois and F. 
De Verbois, praying for the confirmation of their 
two claims to lands in Mississippi: referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. STRANGE presented the petition of Arthur 
Marthers, praying for a pension; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr.NORVELL, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Sa- 
rah Angel and other heirs at law of Benjamin King, 
deceased, which was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the same committee, 
made unfavorable reports on the petitions of the 
heirs of David Allen, the widow of Miles Goforth, 
and the heirs of Thomas Lucas, and the committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the same. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
made unfavorable reports on the petitions of John 
Elliot, Gilbert Knapp, and Joseph Orringer, and 
the committee was discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof, 

Mr. FULTON, from the Joint Committee on the 
Public Buildings, laid before the Senate the report 
agreed on by the Senate and House committees, 
and which had already been presented to the 
House, accompanied by a bill for removing the 
wal's of the Treasury building, and for the erec- 
tion of a fire-proof building for the Post Office De- 
partment. The bill was read and ordered toa 
second reading, and the report and documents were 
ordered to be printed. 

The bill for the relief of E. W. and H. Smith 
was read the third time, and passed. 

The following bills from the House were seve- 
rally read twice, and referred: 

The bill to extend the charter of the Union Bank 
of Georgetown, in the District of Columbia. 

The bill for the relief of William James Aarons. 

The bill for the relief of William Walker. 

The bill for the relief of Joel Chandler. 

The bill for the relief of James A. Williams. 

The bill for the relief of Abraham Woodall. 

The bill for the relief of Patrick Green. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The bill to prevent the issuing and circulation of 
the bills, notes, and other securities of corporations 
created by Congress, which have expired, having 
been taken up, 

Mr. GRUNDY said he had no wish to hurry 
this bill; and, if no Senator wished to address the 
Senate on it, he had no objection to its postpone- 
ment. 

Mr. KING said that this was a very important 
bill, as shown by the very able speech of the Sena- 
tor from Tennessee yesterday, in its favor. The 
Senate was not full, and he himself was not pre- 
pared to give his vote on it. He therefore wished 
the bill to be laid on the table, or pass it over till 
to-morrow. 

Mr. CLAY said if the friends of the Administra- 
tion desired to pass the bill over, he had no objec- 
tion to it. He was really desirous of taking the 


vote on this bill, and wished to see whether a ma- . 


jority of the Senate was prepared to assert the 
power claimed by it. 

Mr. LINN said if his friend from Alabama 
wished to address the Senate on the subjeet, he had 
no objection to a postponement, as he always 
heard him with pleasure. But if the gentleman 
had no such purpose, he hoped the question would 
be taken at once. 

Mr. KING said he had no intention of speaking 
on this subject; but there were some provisions of 
this bill which he wished to have an opportunity 
of examining into morefally. If gentlemen wished 
te take the question now, he had no objections to 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


their doing so; he only wished to say that, under 
=e impressions, he must vote against the 
ill. 

Mr. STRANGE said the acts complained 0°, as 
set forth in the eloquent and able remarks of the 
Senator from Tennessee, were a gross and flagrant 
abuse, but he doubted the power of Congress to 
reach the subject; and should the question be in- 


sisted on, he should be compelled, to vote against | 


the bill. 


Mr. KING (in an under tone.) Exactly my | 


case. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut hoped the bill would 
be permitted to lie over until to-morrow, in order 
that he might have time to examine a little further 
into its provisions. He did not feel himself pre- 
pared to vote at that time; in fact he had no idea, 
nor did he believe any other Senator conceived, the 
question would be taken to-day, or he might have 
been better prepared. He expressed a wish that it 
might lie over, intimating his intention to call it 
up te-morrow, if no one else would. 

Mr. WALL was averse to delaying the bill. It 
had already been on the tables for more than a 
month, which he thought ample time for investi- 

ation. Mr. W.said, so far as he was concerned, 
ehad not the slightest doubt of the constitution- 
ality of the measure. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut said he did not know 
that he ought to ask a postponement, as it was his 
ewn fault that he had not examined it; but as he 
had not done so, and did not deem the question 
would be taken, he would prefer that it be de- 
layed. Constitutional objections had been raised 
by Senators, in whose judgment he had every 
confidence ; he was not disposed to record his vote 
until he had given the matter a full and impartial 
examination. 

Mr. NILES also thought the bill too important 
not to undergo more discussion, and said there 
might be other Senators disposed to present their 
views. It was not improbable that he might pre- 
sent his own on the subject. 

The bill was then laid on the table without a di- 
vision. 

The following bills were severally read the se- 
cond time and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to authorize the appointmeut of four 
additional clerks in the office of the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs. 

The bill for the benefit of the Levy Court of Cal- 
vert eounty, Maryland; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of John 
Campbell; 

The bill for the relief of Thomas L. Winthrop 
and others, directors of an asssociation called the 
New England Mississippi Land Company. 

{Mr. BUCHANAN addressed the Senate on the 
subject of this bill. He had always been opposed 
to it as originally reported; but as it was now 
amended, he was in favor of it.] 

On motion of Mr. NORVELL, the yeas and 
nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators pre- 
sent, they were accordingly ordered, and resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Grundy, 
King, Linn, McKean, Merrick, Mouton, Niles, 
Rives, Roane, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith 
ef Indiana, Swift, Wall, Williams, and Young—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Cuth- 
bert, Fulton, Hubbard, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Strange, Tipton, White, and Wright 
—l4. 

The bill to authorize the Commissioner of Pa- 
tents to issue a patent to Angier March Perkins 
and John Howard Kyan. 

The bill for the relief of the children and heirs 
of William Fisher, deceased; and 

The bill for the relief of Melancthon T. Wool- 
sey. 
The bill increasing the salaries of several of the 
district judges of the United States, was discussed 
by Messrs. SWIFT, WALL, RIVES, and PREN- 
TISS, ona motion of Mr. SWIFT to amend the 
bill by increasing the salary of the jndge for the 
district of Vermont; but before taking any ques- 
tion, 





$13 


The Senate went into theconsideration of Bmecu- 
tive business; after which 
It adjourped. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Weobnespay, April 18, 1833. 

Mr. PECK asked leave to present a petition on 
the subject of the late duel, but it was object to. 

Mr. NAYLOR asked leave to offer the resolu- 
tion presented by him some days sinee, calling up- 
on the President of the United States for the rea- 
sons why he had not before responded to a call for 
certain information on the Exploring Expedition. 

Mr. INGHAM assured the House that the in 
formation called for would be sent in to-day or to- 
morrow. 

Several objections being made— 

Mr. NAYLOR moved a suspension of the rule, 
but the House refused without a division. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill relating to the tenure of of- 
fice of subordinate officers of the customs. 

Mr. C. moved that the bill be put on its passage, 
and made some explanations of the necessity of 
the measure; and after some remarks from Messrs. 
FILMORE, SMITH, HAYNES, ADAMS, and 
TOLAND, 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved to postpone its further 
consideration till to-morrow; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CORWIN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported, with an amendment, Senate bill 
to provide for the better security of the lives of pas- 
sengers on board vessels impelled in whole or in 
part by steam. 

Mr. STANLEY, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin 
D. Townes. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Va. from the Commitiee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, made an unfavorable 
report on the petition of Wm. Neves: ordered to lie 
qn the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, from the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, reported against the petition 
of the heirs and legal representatives of John Grim- 
ball, on the ground that the relief prayed for can 
be obtained under an existing law of Congress. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, asked leave to 
offer the following preamble and resolutions, which 
were read: 

Wuereas, it was some years since declared to 
the people of the United States, by the illustrious 
Andrew Jackson, that reform and retrenchment in 
their Government and its expenditures were neces- 
sary: and whereas, the declaration of the late Pre- 
sident, in relation to the promised reform and re- 
trenchment of the expenditures of the Government, 
was not carried out by his friends in Congress: 
and whereas, instead of lessening the expenditures 
of the Government, they have been largely and 
enormously increased: and whereas, it is highly 
important to the people ef the United States that 
their Government should be usefully administered 
upon as cheap a scale or price as is consistent with 
the public good: 

Therefore, Resolved, That a select committee of 
nine members be appointed to take into considera- 
tion, and report to this House, what salaries of the 
officers of this Government may be reduced, what 
officers may be dispensed with, and what items of 
expenditures in the various officers or departments 
of this Government can be entirely or in part dix 
pensed with; and, for the purpose of enabling the 
committee to make a correct report whether or not 
the expenses of the different Executive Depart- 
ments of this Government have increased within 
the last ten years, and what salaries may be re- 
duced, what officers may be dispensed with, and 
what items of expenditure may be lessened: 

Therefore, resolved, That the Secretaries of State, 
Treasury, War, Navy, and the Postmaster Gene- 
ral be, and they are respectively, required to report 
and communicate to this House, as soon as practi- 
cable, what were the expenses of their respective 
Departments, including every item of expenditure, 
in the year commencing on the 4th day of March, 
1828, and ending on the 3d day of March, 1889, 
and so on for each successive year, up tothe 4th 
day of March, 1838, placing each item of expendi 
ture under its proper head. 
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Objection being made from several! quarters, 

Mr. W. moved a suspension of the rule, and 
asked for the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. McKAY requested the gentleman to with- 
draw the preamble, and then he would vote for the 
resolutiors. 

Mr. WILLIAMS replied that he could, on no 
account, consent to do that. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG wished to know if the 
House was again disposed to set aside all the pub- 
lic business of the nation, as it did yesterday, to 
consider this proposition. 

Mr. McKAY inguired of the Cuair if the ques- 
tion could not be taken on the preamble and reso- 
lutions separately? 

The CHAIR replied that the question was not 
divisible, for a proposition could not be divided till 
it was before the House. 

Mr. McK AY reiterated that he would willingly 
vote to suspend for the resolutions, but not for the 
preamble. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST solicited the gentleman to 
withdraw one single word of the preamble. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Not one word nor one 
letter. 

The House refused to suspend the rules—yeas 
92, nays 87. 

DIVORCE OF THE PUBLIC PRESS AND THE GOVERN. 
MENT 


The unfinished business of the morning hour was 
the resolution submitted some time since by Mr. 
HOPKINS of Virginia, to divorce the public press 
from the patronage of the Government. 

Mr. DROOMGOLE moved to add the following 
to the resolution. 

And-that the said committee be also instructed 
to inquire whether the individual elected printer by 
this House, at the Extra session, does now execute, 
and has, in fact, since his election, executed the 
public printing at his own establishment, with the 
press, types, and hands employed in his own office, 
and subject to his iinmediate orders, directions, and 
control; or whether the public printing has not, 
since the period of said election, been executed, 
and whether it is not now executed, at the office of 
the political journal other than that of the printer 
te this House, and under the directions and regula- 
tions of other editors; ard if so, to inquire upon 
what authority, and upon what terms, conditions, 
and stipulations, the public printing has been trans- 
ferred to individuals other than the one appointed 
and required by this House to perform the same. 
And that the said committee inquire further, whe- 
ther, prior to the final ballot, and before the close 
of said election of printer, there was not some bar- 
gain, agreement, or understanding, express or im- 
plied, inchoate or complete, that in the event of the 
election of the individual new holding the appoint- 
ment, the public printing should be executed at the 
office of another political journal, whose editors 
were, at the same time, also candidates for the ap- 

ointment; and that the committee report to this 
ouse, specially, the nature and the terms of any 
such bargain, agreement, or understanding. 

And that the committee be also instructed to as- 
certain and state, under separate and specific heads, 
the various expenditures growing out of the action 
of the special committee of this House, appoinied 
on the 3d day of January, 1837; and in like man- 
ner the variwus expenditures growing out of the 
action of the select committee of this House, ap- 
pouited on the 17th day of January, 1837; and 
also the various expenditures growing out of the 
action of the Committee on the Judiciary on the 
memorial of Richard S. Coxe and William L. 
Brent, presented to this Mouse on the 30th day of 
January, 1837; and also the expenditure incurred 
under the orders of this House of the 15th and 
18th September last, in relation to the printing of 
the rules and ordets of the House, with Jefferson’s 
Manual! of Practice. 

Mr. WISE said he should vote for this amend- 
wient, for the reason that the bare presentation of 
it showed the necessily of Mr. Hopxin’s resolution 
being adopted. He suggested another point of in- 
quiry to Mr. Dromcoo.r, viz: how much public 
patronage had been distributed during the last two 
years, and how much of that public patronage had 
gone into the pockets of the editors of the official 
organ. 
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In reference to the alleged bargain between the 
Madisenian and Intelligencer offices, Mr. W., dis- 
avewed any privity, though he had no doubt the 
parties on the other side (the Globe) would have 
made a similar bargain, if such existed, if they 
could have done so. 

EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 

A message in writing was received from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, by the hands of his pri- 
vate Secretary, A. Van Buren, esq. transmitting a 
large mass of documents and correspondence in re- 
lation to the delay in the sailing of the Exploring 
Expedition. 

Mr. INGHAM moved to refer them tothe Com- 
mmittee on Naval Affairs. He would not move 
their printing at present, for the documents were 
very volumnious, and the committee would report 
at an early day what ought to be printed. 

Mr. NAYLOR moved the printing of the whole. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio understood that a vast 
amount of the correspondence had been already 
printed. 

Mr. INGHAM confirmed that statement, and 
added that a great number of the other documents 
had also been printed. 

Mr. MALLORY assented to Mr. InaHam's 
motion. 

Mr. NAYLOR modified his motion, by excepting 
what had been already printed. 

Mr. WISE was at a loss to see the necessity of 
referring the subject to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, for the time had gone by when the infor- 
mation would be of service. It was locking the 
stable door after the horse was stolen. 

The motion of Mr. NAYLOR to print was re- 
jected. 

Mr. WISE then moved to instruct the committee 
to inquire into, and veport the causes, of the failure 
of the Exploring Expedition. 

Mr. INGHAM accepted this amendment; and, 
so modified, his motion to commit was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting certain custom-house returns. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, laid on the table. 

Also, a communication from the Postmaster 


; General containing statements of the postages re- 


ceived on paid and unpaid leiters sent by express 
mail, from and to the cities of New York, Phila- 
delphia, New Orleans, and Mobile. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of La. laid on 
the table. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

The business then in ord-r was “the bill inaking 
appropriations for the continuation of the Cumber- 
Jand road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and 
I}linois.” 

The question was on concurring with the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the amendment making an 
appropriation for guard fences east of the Ohio, 
and the improvement of the Laurel Hill descent, 
and that pending was the motion of Mr. Unprr- 
woop to recommit the bill to the Committee of 
Ways and Meaas, with instructions to report in 
lieu thereof a bill to cede said road to the States 
respectively, through which it passes. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD expressed a wish to post- 
pone the bill, on the ground of getting a response to 
a call for certain information respecting it. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio warmly opposed the sug- 
gestion as an indirect mode of killing the bill. 
There could be nothing wanting in the way of in- 
formation. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD wanted some information 
as to the cost per mile up to this time. 

Mr. MASON informed the gentleman that he 
would find that information in a document printed 
at the first session of the last Congress. 

Mr. BOON also insisted that the motion to post- 
pone the bill for further information was only an- 
other mode of killing the bill, and with a view to 
test the sense of the House, he demanded the pre- 
vious question. 

On taking the second, by tellers, there was a tie, 
ayes 64, noes 64, but the Srraxer voting in the af- 
firmative, it prevailed—ayes 65, noes 64, and the 

, Main question was ordered, without a division. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY asked for the yeas and 

nays thereon; which were ordered, 






Mr. WISE moved a call of the house. 

Mr. BRIGGS remarked that the motion was not 
in order at that stage, and the CHAIR so ruled. 

The question was then taken: but, 

Before the vote was announced, 

Mr. ELMORE appeared in his place, and aske; 
leave te record his vote, stating that he was in at. 
tendance on a select committee, by leave of the 
House, when the vote was taken. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. E. moved a suspension of the rule; which 
was agreed to—J13 to 43. 

Mr. ELMORE’S name was then called; and that 
gentleman having responded, 

Mr. BELL rose and inquired if the gentleman's 
vote varied the vote of the House? 

The CHAIR could not answer the question, as 
the vote had not been cast up. 

Mr. BELL protested against this practice of al- 
lowing gentlemen to vote by a mere suspension of 
the rules, instead of by unanimous consent—a 
practice which had grown up within the last two or 
three years, and was not known previously in the 
ten years of which he had been a member. He 
raised the point as one of order. 

The CHAIR decided the practice to be in order. 

Mr. BELL took an appeal, and the House af- 
firmed the decision of the Cnain—ayes 97, noes 56. 

Mr. MERCER then moved a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the House had suspended the 
rule to allow Mr. Etmore to vote; but the motion 
was rejected—ayes 74, noes 89. 

The vote on the engrossment of the bill was then 
announced as follows—yeas 96, nays 99. 

So the bill was rejected. 

Mr. EVERETT then moved a reconsideration 
of the last vote. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a call of the House. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired if a motion to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table would be in 
order? 

The CHAIR replied that it would, but not pend- 
ing the motion for a call of the House. 

The call was then ordered, and proceeded in for 
| some time; and 203 members having answered to 
their names, 

Mr. PETRIKEN moved that all further pro- 
ceedings in the call be dispensed with; which was 
agreed to—ayes 96, noes 71. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE then moved to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider on the table. 

| Mr. BRIGGS called for the yeas and nays; 

| which were ordered, and were—yeas 85, nays 112. 

| So the motion to lay on the table was decided 

| in the negative, and the question recurring upon 

| reconsidering the vote by which the bill was re- 
jected— 

Mr. RENCHER asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 110, nays 87. 

So the House determined to reconsider the vote. 

Mr. McKENNAN then moved the previous 
question on the engrossment of the bill, but the 

| House refused to second it—yeas 70, nays 79. 


Mr. HAYNES said, that although he did not 
claim his right to address the House when this bill 
was taken up this morning, he could not, in justice 

| to himself, forego the present opportunity to ex- 
press his opposition to it. 

We had heard, over and over again, since the 
commencement of the present session of Congress, 
of the bankrupt condition of the Treasury, and 
those of us who are supporters of the present Ad- 
ministration had been reminded as often of the 
necessity of sustaining the Government by a resort 
to its credit in the issue of Treasury notes. We 
had heard repeatedly of the extravagance and pro- 
fusion of the late and present Administrations, of 
the pledge of their supporters to bring back the 
Government to an economical expenditure; and on 
no occasion, since the commencement of the pre- 
sent session, has so fair an opportunity been offered 
of acting out the professions of both sides of the 
House than is furnished by the bill under conside- 
ration. For his part he should place little reliance 
upon professions of retrenchment and economy, let 
them come from what quarter they may, so long as 
gentlemen continue to vote for appropriations 
which the public exigencies may not require. We 
have heard much declamation against profusicn 
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and extravagance in the gross, but unfortunately, 
when brought to the details of appropriation and 
expenditure, every item is earnestly and energeti- 
call supported. 

In looking to the expenditures of the Government 
for the last few years, and the present straitened 
condition of the Treasury, gentlemen seemed to 
have overlooked some of the earliest and most 
efficient causes which have brought us to our 
present embarrassments. The original fault was 
here. That fault was the creation of a redundant 
revenue—a redundancy arising from the policy of 
piling one increase of duty upon another by your 
tariff acts from 1816 to 1828. It is thus, sir, that 
a redundant revenue had its origin, and the con- 
sequence has been a correspondingly increased 
expenditure. It may be stated as a general prin- 
ciple, both in public and private affairs, that re- 
venue and expenditure will be proportioned to 
each other. And although the public revenue 
should never be greater than may be sufficient to 
meet the necessary expenditures of the Govern- 
ment; if, either by folly or any other means, a 
greater revenue should be created, that revenue 
ought to be expended, if proper and legal objects 
can be feund upon which to make such expendi- 
ture. This Government has no legitimate power 
to raise revenue for the purpose of hoarding it or 
wasting it upon any system of corruption or 
favoritism whatever. How or wherefore, it is 
unnecessary to the present inquiry, we must bor- 
row money in some mode or other to meet the 
public expenditure. What, then, should guide us 
in the appropriations to be made while this condi- 
tion of things shall continue to exist? The dictate 
of a wise and considerate economy would require 
that we confine ourselves to such appropriations as 
are indispensable to the public service, and go no 
further. Surely the continuation of the Cumber- 
land road is not embraced in the class of objects 
to which he had adverted. But he should fail in 
the discharge of his duty to himself and the coun- 
try, if he did not reply to the often reiterated re- 
marks heard in this House about the bankrupt 
condition ef the Treasury. He had already spoken 
of the unnecessary accumulation of the public 
revenue as the leading cause which has brought 
the Treasury to its present condition. But what 
has become of this accumulation of revenue? 

By the act of June, 1836, there had been depo- 
sited with the States about twenty-eizht millions of 
dollars of public money. At the extra session in 
September last, indulgence was given to the depo- 
site hanks and importing merchants for tem or 
twelve millions more. But this was notall. When 
the Bank of the United States, the great regulator, 
ceased to have a legal existence in 1836, it was 
unable to refund the six or seven millions of stock 
owned in it by the Governme:::. Thus has an ag- 
gregate amount of public money been placed 
beyond our reach but little short of fifty millions of 
dollars; and now, forsooth, because it has become 
necessary to borrow money, or employ the credit of 
the Government by the issue of ten millions of 
Treasury notes, we are met with the cry of “A 
bankrupt Treasury!” But in addition to this ag- 
gregate of more than forty millions of dollars depo- 
sited with the States, or the payment of which has 
been postponed by indulgence to the deposite 
banks, the Bank of the United States, and the im- 
porters of foreign goods, we must not forget our 
obligation under an act passed at the late extra 
session of Congress, to deposite nine millions of 
dollars more with the States on the first day of 
January next. 

Sir, the amount still due from the late deposite 
banks, and the Bank of the United States, exceeds 
the whole amount of Treasury notes, issued by au- 
thority of the act of October jast. In the distribu- 
tion of public money by the deposite act of June 
1836, about three millions three hundred thousand 
dollars have been received by the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Illinois, the States interested in the 
passage of the bill under consideration. But this 
is not all the public money in possession of those 
States and the deposite banks situated within them. 
The deposite banks in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 
yet retain, under the act of October last, granting 
indulgence to the public depositories, more than 


eight hundred. thousand dollars of the public mo- 
ney, making in all atotal of more than four mil- 
lions of dollars. Under this state of things, bor- 
rowing money to defray the necessary expenses of 
the Government, more than four millions of the 
public money in possession of the States, and de- 
posite banks, of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, is there 
any one who has pledged himself to an economical 
expenditure, who can permit himself to vote for 
this bill? 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
C. H. WILLIAMS of Tennessee, and GRAVES 
of Kentucky, in opposition to the bill, and by Mr. 
SOUTHGATE in its support. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then renewed his motion 
to recommit the bill to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, with instructions to report a bill sur- 
rendering the road to the respective States through 
which it passed; and, having spoke a short time in 
support of his motion, and in opposition to the bill, 

On his motion, 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, April 18, 1838. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Jacob 
H. Holt, asking compensation for services per- 
formed as a clerk to the quartermaster at the Mili- 
tary Academy at West Point: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT also presented the memorial of 
the Chamber of Commerce, of the city of New 
York, on the subject of the establishment by Con- 
gress of the warehousing system: referred to the 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the remonstrance of 
the Rev. Francis V. Badin against the confirmation 
of a certain land claim: referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the petition of G. 
Thompson, which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of upwards 
of a hundred citizens of Pickaway county, Ohio, 
remonstrating against the interposition by Congress 
in the question of the abolition of slavery, either as 
itregards the States or the District of Columbia ; 
and praying Congress to give no heed to the resolu- 
tions sent here from certain citizens of Ohio, asking 
the rescinding of the resolutions of the Senator 
from South Carolina, which they declare express 
their understanding of the structure cf this Govern- 
ment. The memorialists further allege that, the 
petitions which have been forwarded here from 
Ohio, for the abolition of slavery, have been signed 
by men, women, and children. The memorial 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Dr. Silvanus 
Fansher, of the State of Connecticut, asking for 
the establishment, by the General Government, of 
a permanent vaccine institution for the army, 
navy, and Indian Affairs: laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of 2,591 
women of Massachusetts, praying for the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia: the motion 
to receive it was laid on the table. 

Mr. GRUNDY submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate copies of any 
reports which he may have received from the 
Auditor of Pennsylvania made by the Pennsyl- 
vania Bank of the United States since the 1st day 
of January last. 

The following bills were severally read the 
third time and passed : 

The bill to authorize the Commissioner of the 
Patent Office to issue a patent to Angier March 
Perkins and John Howard Kyan; 

The bill granting a pension to David Gilmore; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of John 
Campbell; 

The bill authorizing the appointment of four 
additional clerks in the office of the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs; 

The bill for the relief of Thomas L. Winthrop 
and others, directors of an association called the 
New England Mississippi Land Company; 
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The bill authorizing payment to be made to the 
Missouri volunteers, whose horses were lost or 
cast away at sea on the voyage from Tampa Bay 
to New Orleans; 

The bill for the relief of the children and heirs 
of William Fisher, deceased; 

The bill for the relief of Melancthon T. Wool- 
sey; 

The bill for the benefit of the Levy Court of Cal- 
vert county, in the State of Maryland; agd 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Cushing. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. KING, provid- 
ing for the adjournment of Congress on the 4th of 
June next, was taken up, and, afler some conversa- 
tion, in which Messrs. KING, HUBBARD, 
GRUNDY, CALHOUN, PRESTON, and NOR- 
VELL, ordered to a third reading—-a motion to lay 
it on the table, made by Mr. NORVELL, having 
failed. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill to limit the term of offies 
of certain officers therein named; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill to provide for the security and protec- 
tion of the emigrant and other Indians west of the 
States of Missouri and Arkansas, was taken up as 
in Committee of the Whole; when 

Mr. TIPTON addressed the Senate at length in 
favor of the provisions of the bill. He took a phi- 
losophical and very humane view of the condition 
of the Aborigines—the causes of their decline, as 
civilization approached, and the deep necessity 
there was for the Government to interfere for their 
protection, and the amciioration of their condition. 
He maintained that the red sons of the forest were 
susceptible of the highest state of cultivation. It 
was only necessary to give them a Government 
and laws suited to the condition of their respective 
tribes, to advance them in the mechanic arts, and 
give them a knowledge of agriculture, to insure all 
the best wishes of the Government towards this un- 
fortunate race. Mr. T. concluded by moving to 
postpone the further consideration of the bill until 
Tuesday next. (The speech will be given as soon 
as prepared from the Reporter’s notes.]} 

Mr. WHITE spoke of the necessity there was 
for the passage of the bill, and expressed his very 
ardent desire that when it again came up, the dis- 
cussion would be continued until the subject was 
finally disposed of. 

Mr. LUMPKIN expressed a wish that the whole 
Senate would turn its attention to this matter. He 
felt convinced that, when Senators came to look 
into this bill, it would not only meet&their views, 
but also those of every considerate gentleman in 
the country. Mr. L.{had the most entire confidence 
that this Gevernmext had the power (as he knew 
it had the desire) to extend to the remnant of this 
once mighty and chivalric race all the lasting bene- 

fits of agricultural improvement and civilization: 
nay, he even looked forward to the day when they 
might become part and parcel of ourselves, ad- 
vancing with the same rapid strides in the pursuit 
of knowledge, wealth, civil liberty, and all the other 
requisites for human happiness and humaa comfort. 

The bill was accordingly postponed, and made 
the order of the day for Tuesday next. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said there was.a bill 
laid on the table yesterday which some of its friends 
would like to call up. He alluded to the bill which 
had been partially discussed, in relation to pre- 
venting the issuing and circulation of the bills, 
notes, and other securities of corporations created 
by acts of Congress which have expired. 

Mr. BUCHANAN thought the bill might be 
brought up sooner, probably, than the Senator from 
Kentucky anticipated. It was one of great im- 
portance, and he wanted time to prepare and con- 
sider the subject properly. When it was brought 
up, he would like to hear the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, or any other Senator, justify the reissuing of 
the notes of the old Bank of the United States after 
its charter had expired. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said, with regard to any 
justification to be entered into by him, the Senator 
would not be gratifed. All he (Mr. C.) desired to 
see was, what Senators in that body were prepared 
to assert the power to justify the features of that 
bill. 
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The bill to establish a board of commissioners to 
examine claims against the United States was taken 
up; and after some remarks, in which it was sup- 

rted by Messrs. GRUNDY, PRENTISS, HUB 

ARD, and BUCHANAN, and opposed by 
Messrs PRESTON, STRANGE, and CALHOUN, 
the bill underwent several amendments; after 
which, 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, 

It was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuvaspay, April 19, 1838. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported, with an amendment, 
Senate bill for the relief of Peter Bargy. 

Mr. ANDERSON, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Jesse E. 

w. 

Mr. FRY, from the Cammittee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to Mary 
Uptegroff, of Butler county, Peunsylvania, 

Mr. AYCRIGG, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Trueman 
Kellog. 

Mr. THOMAS then asked the House to take up 
the motion to reconsider the vote granting leave of 
absence to Mr. Smitn of Maine, from and after the 
first of May next, but subsequently waived the 
motion on the ground of Mr. 8’s absence from his 
seal. 

PUBLIC PRINTING. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
Mr. Hopxins’s resolution to appoint a select com- 
mittee to inquire into the exped:ency of separating 
the public press from Government patronage. 

e€ question was on the amendment of Mr. 
DROMGOOLE to extend the inguiry, [as printed in 
last night’s Globe. } 

Mr. WISE continued his remarks. He said, in 
reading the papers this morning, he observed in the 
amendment of his colleague, what had escaped him 
on hearing it read, viz: a proposed inquiry into the 
expenses of the investigating committees of the last 
Congress. ‘To this Mr. W. had no objection; but 
he could inform his colleague that there was no ne- 
cessity to raise a special investigation for that pur- 
pose, since the majority of one of those committees 
at least had been very diligent in ascertaining the 
amount. Whatever it had cost had not been thrown 
away; for the partial developments these commit- 
tees had been able to make were worth far more 
than they cost. But Mr. W. still held the Admi- 
nistration responsible even for those expenses, 
because its conduct rendered the investigatiuns ne- 
cessary. He hoped the gentleman would extend 
his inquiry to the Executive departments of the 
Government; for even with the limited means in 
their power, the last two investigating committees 
had effected more good than the late Administra- 
tion for the whole eight years of its existence. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said when he submitted his 
amendment he had intended to have accompanied 
jt with some explanations, which, if his colleague 
had not succeeded in yetting the floor first, would 
have rendered much that he had said unnecessary. 

Mr. WISE would apologise to his colleague, for 
he was really not aware that Mr. D. desired the 
floor. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE replied that no apelogy was 
necessary, for he did not complain of it. On the 
contrary, he returned his thanks to his colleague 
for the prompt support he proposed giving the 
amendment. 

The resolution originally submitted by another 
colleague, [Mr. Hoprxins,] referred to abuses that 
had been practised in that House, and the increase 
of expenditures in reference to the public printing, 
and the particular subject to which Mr. D. propos- 
ed to extend the inquiry of the committee, seemed 
to him to be appropriately and directly connected 
with the subject his colleague proposed to investi- 
gate. Let the inquiry be a faithful and compre- 
hensive one into all these matters, and he was wil- 
ling that it should be made, and that it should be 
ascertained whether the manner in which the pa- 
tronage of that House had been bestowed, in 
reference to the appointment of public printer, was 
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such as to render it necessary that they should, ip 
future, disconnect the office of printer to the Flouse 
from any oue having a connection with a public 
journal. 

It had occurred to Mr. D. as probable that the 
mover of this resolution, as he had not heretofore 
advocated this disconnection, had been led to the 
conclusion of the necessity of it in this instance 
from some cireumstances occurring at the last elec- 
tion of printer, and therefore Mr. D. deemed it 
very proper to embrace an inquiry inio that matter, 
particularly when, immediate-y after that election, 
it was announced in another journal (the National 
Intelligencer) that the printing would not be exe- 
cuted by the individual elected as printer to the 
House, but by themselves. In addition to this, 
there were prevailing rumors up to this time that 
the printing was not performed by the nominal 
printer, but by others. This alone would render 
his amendment very proper on an inquiry of this 
character. 

Before he went into an explanation of the rea- 
sons that had especially induced him to ask for this 
information, Mr. D. begged leave to advert to one 
or two remarks made by his colleague (Mr. Wise} 
yesterday. The gentleman had made some allu- 
sions to the spirit of the amendment, and to the 
spirit in which it was offered. Why the bare fact 
that his colleague gave it his prompt support, ought 
to be at once an irresistible evidence that it con- 
tained nothing improper either in its spirit, ten- 
dency, or purpose. Had Mr. D. conceived it open 
to a contrary interpretation, he would not have of- 
fered it, for he endeavored, at all times, to observe 
decorum and propriety, and never to be guilty of 
a violation of the rules of the House. His col- 
league’s own advocacy of the amendment, how- 
ever, admitted his own opinion of its propriety. 

But to what useful purpose could they apply 
this amendment? It was proposed to inquire whether 
the individual elected by the House to perform 
certain duties by himself, does perform them or 
not. If he does not, and still receives the emolu- 
ments of the office, is it not clear that he holds a 
sinecure, which should be remedied? If it should 
turn out that this individual has received 
a sum in gross for the office, does not the 
question naturally arise whether it is not a 
sale of office? If the fact shall appear that 
he receives asum in gross instead of the clear 
profits of the office, and that those who perform the 
work receive the balance of the profits after paying 
him this sum, and which reimburses them, is it not 
clear that the rates of printing, as at present fixed, 
are too high, and ought to be reduced? Hence, 
then, it seemed to him that the information called 
for was necessary, in every point of view. Whether 
it shall turn out that there was any bargain or agree- 
ment between these persons or not, he could not 
positively know. He only knew what rumor said. 
If the existence of such a bargain should be dis- 
closed, he did not know whether it would be con- 
sidered improper or not. It ought, however, to be 
known, with all the circumstances connected with 
it, and then the House would be enabled to judge 
if there was any thing improper in it, or if it called 
for any legislation to guard against a similar occur- 
rence in future. 

The subject presented itself in another point of 
view. If an individual came there to seek office, 
at a time when he was notoriously and avowedly un- 
prepared to fulfil its duties,did it not present the ques- 
tion whether he had not perpetrated an imposition 
upon the House? In all these points of view, there- 
fore, Mr. D. insisted the inquiry embraced in his 
amendment was a very proper one. Itwassimply 
whether an officer of that House had performed his 
duty. Indeed, he understood there was no objec- 
tion to it, except by the nominal printer himself, 
which was very natural. 

Now in reference to other topics embraced in 
the amendment, what was proposed? It was pro- 
posed to ascertain the expenses incurred in conse- 
quence of the appointment of investigating com- 
mittees, not for the purpose of casting any refiec- 
tion whatever upon them, but how these particular 
items of expenditure have increased, Mr. D. as- 
cribed, though others differed with him, to the im- 
proper and erroneous proceeding on the part of the 









House, and, of course, he embraced all of every 
party in it who sanctioned the clothing those com- 
mittees with too much power. It was known that 
Mr. D. had opposed the clothing these committees 
with the power conferred upon them of sending 
for every individual throughout the community 
at their own will. In doing so, he held 
that they placed an improper construction, 
though he believed they were sustained in doing so 
by a majority of the House, upon their power to 
send for persons and papers, which they construe 
into the power to send subpoenas for witnesses, 
Now he maintained not only that the committees 
had no such power, but that the House had not 
itself the right to confer any such power on them. 
Subpeenas could only be issued by the House on 
ascertaining the names of the witnesses, which 
might be furnished by the committee. This, he 
believed, was the long established and invariable 
usage of the British House of Commons. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia said, that, as he 
was a member of the first investigating committee 
referred to in the amendment proposed by his ho- 
norable colleague and its chairman, it was proper 
that he should state, that, when he was first applied 
to, to issue a subpoena for a witness, he declined, 
and sent the subpoena to the Speaker, who also de- 
clined, saying it was the duty of the chairman. In 
this Opinion, upon an interview wi'h that officer, 
Mr. G. acquiesced, and issued all the subpeenas 
which went out during the investigation. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he blamed no one, but 
spoke of it as a practice that had grown up and 
ought to be corrected; and with a view of correct- 
ing which, he desired the information he had moved 
for in his amendment. He understood that these 
investigating committees had not only exercised the 
power of sending for witnesses, if they pleased, in 
any part of the country, without their being named 
to the House, or the materiality of their testimony 
appearing, but they had gone still further, and 
issued commissions to take depositions when and 
where they pleased. Now he maintained that it was 
the grant of this latitudinous power, and the exercise 
of it, which had produced a very great accumulation 
of expense, which would not have occurred, if the 
House had taken what he held to be the proper 
course, while at the same time it would be giving 
more security to the peace and comfort of the citizens 
at large, and greater security to individual liberty. 
It was in the hope then, by showing how the ex- 
penses of the House had accumulated, and the 
amount of those expenses, that the House should 
become convinced of the error of this novel, and 
what he held to be objectionable practice. That 
was his object in wanting this branch of the infor- 
mation. The same remark would also apply, with 
equal foree, to the information called for in re- 
ference to investigations by the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

There was another item of some importance. He 
alluded to the expense for printing a large edition 
of the rules and orders of the House, together with 
Jefferson’s Manual; how many copies he did not 
recollect; one or two thousand, he believed. Now 
it would appear, from investigation, that this would 
turn out to be a large sum; and the Hoase ought to 
guard against it for the future. The idea which at 
present suggested itself to his mind was, that the 
copies should be preserved for the future use of the 
members, as the property of the House. They 
might be deposited in the library of the House of 
Representatives, and members allowed to take them 
out, and return them at the end of each session. 
This would save the expense of another edition of 
this work. 

It would be seen, then, continued Mr. D. that all 
the information he called for was with a view to 
some practical and beneficial result, and with no 
view to eriminate any one, for the whole had 
grown out of the erroneous practices of the House 
itself, which had led to extravagance and abuses. 

Mr. MERCER reminded his colleague that in 
reference to the publication of Jefferson’s Manual, 
that work had been made a part of the rules of the 
House where it did not conflict with them. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE was fully aware of it. He 
believed his colleague was chairman of the com- 
mitee which reported the revised rules, and the or- 
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der adopting Jefferson’s Manual as a part of them ; 
and it was upon the gentleman’s motion, also, that 
the printing of the large edition of that work took 

lace. It was, however, with no view of attach- 
ing blame to any one that he sought for informa- 
tion on this point. It was to prevent the recur- 
rence of so large an expenditure in future. The 
matter had presented itself to his mind, and he 
thought it not an improper subject for the attention 
of the proposed select committee, but within the 
range of the original resolution. 

In what he had proposed, Mr. D. said he had no 
design of precluding the mover of the resolution 
from going into the most full and ample investiga- 
tion iato all other subjects he chose. His colleague 
{Mr. Hopxins] proposed, Mr. D. believed, to pro- 
vide by law for preventing the employment of any 
conductor of a political journal to execute the pub- 
lie printing. Whether he should ultimately concur 
with his colleague in that object, he could not then 
say. He should hear the reasons for it, and be 
governed accordingly. It must take strong rea- 
sons, however, to induce him to vote for any law 
proscribing any individual, or class of individuals, 
from carrying on their work. If it was wrong to 
elect the conductor of a political journal to do the 
public printing, the House could apply the correc- 
tive at the time of the election. They might refuse 
to vote for him on that ground, but he was not dis- 
posed to pass a proscriptive law. 

Mr. D. said he did not blame the zeal of his col- 
league, [Mr. Hopxins,] who moved the original re- 
solution, for desiring to withhold all the Govern- 
ment patronage from political journals, but it would 
be recollected that a short time before a colleague 
of theirs [Mr. Parton] vacated his seat, he had pro- 
posed, under the direction of the Library Commit- 
tee, that there should be a very large subscription 
to a political journal,( Niles’s Register, ) which would 
amount, according to the best calculations, to up- 
wards of $12,000 per annum. Mr. D. was oppos- 
ed to the adoption of that resolution, and voted to 
lay it on the table, and it was but a reasonable 
conclusion that all who voted as he did were also 
opposed to that proposition, and that all who voted 
against the motion to lay it on the table were in 
itsfavor. If Mr. D. was not mistaken, his col- 
league (Mr. Hopkins] voted against laying it on 
the table. Now this was a proposition that was a 
direct proffer of Government patronage to a politi- 
cal journal, and, moreover, looked pretty much 
like a squinting of censorship over that political 
journal, for the Clerk of the House was directed 
by it to supervise the work, make indices, &c. Mr. 
D. did not mention this circumstance, with a view 
to show that there was any inconsistency on the 
part of his colleague, but to show that those who 
claimed of the banefal influence of Government 
patronage over the press sometimes gave votes 
which loeked very much like it. He knew it to be 
very common for gentlemen to talk about the cor- 
ruption of the press by the patronage of the Go- 
vernment, and he knew it to be, also, very commom 
to talk about the venality of editors, and of a sub- 
sidised press. Now all this may be very true, but 
if it was, it was equally applicable to all political 
parties. How far the election of printer for that 
House may have that influence he could not tell, 
and whether it produced that effect or not he would 
not undertake to say, but the rumors and charges 
of this corrupting infinence were constantly reite- 
rated. But was it confined to one party alone? 
Why he had seen a charge going the ronnds of the 
public press that an effort was making to buy a 
public press, to be published in this city, and a cir- 
cular was said to have been distributed over the 
signatures of some members of the House, solicit- 
ing contributions and support for it. This was one 
of the charges in currency, but he professed to 
know nothing either of its truth, or propriety, if true. 
Such charges, however, would always be reiterated 
by every political party against each other. 

He would briefly advert to one remark made by 
his colleagne (Mr. Wisk] yesterday, in reference 
to another subject. His colleague had referred to 
Mr. D. as one of those belonging to what was de. 
nominated the Divorce party; that party which was 
in favor of the Independent Treasury bill. Now 
he did not complain of this allusion of his col- 
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league, but he was at some loss to perceive the con- 
nection between that question and the one now be- 
fore the House. Mr. D. however, had no objec- 
tion of avowing, at this or any other time, his opi- 
nions on that subject. He was one of those who 
wished to organize the Treasury of the United 
States upon its constitutional ground, and to dis- 
connect it entirely and wholly from its union with 
State institutions. He believed good policy re- 
quired it, and he believed it to be according to the 
spirit and intent of the framers of the Constitution 
that it should beso. He believed it to be accord- 
ing to the settled purpose and design of the institu- 
tions of Virginia that the business and operations 
of each Government, State and Federal, should 
be kept separate and distinct, and that that 
great State rights principle was violated by their 
connection. So jealous was Virginia on that sub- 
ject, that she had expressly provided in her Consti- 
tution that no officer of her’s should hold any ap- 
pointment under the Federal Government; such 
was her jealousy cf any union of the two Govern- 
ments, and her determination to keep them separate 
and distinct. Mr. D. unhesitatingly avowed that 
he was one of those who went for an entire separa- 
tion between the revenues of the Federal Govern- 
ment and the State banks. When that im- 
portant subject came up, Mr. D. hoped to have 
an opportunity of giving his views upon it 
more at length, and he flattered himself that he 
could give satisfactory reasons to his constituents 
for the course he should take. At present he 
would say no more, for it was not pertinent to the 
subject under consideration ; but thus much he felt 
called upon to say, from the allusion made to him 
by his colleague. He concluded by expressing a 
hope that the amendment he had submitted would 
be adopted by the House. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia then obtained the 
floor, but gave way to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the War Department, in respect 
to the construction of a bridge over Blue river, at 
Knightstown, Indiana. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, a communication from the same, in rela- 
tion to a claim of Nathaniel Taylor for a Cherokee 
spoliation. 

On motion of Mr. CARTER, referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, transmitting a statement of the 
amount of revenue of each State and Territory for 
1836. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, laid on the table. 


SEMINOLE WAR. 

Mr. EVERETT begged leave to propound an 
inquiry to the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means as to when he proposed to bring 
up the Seminole appropriation bill. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG stated, in reply, that he 
should be compelled, from necessity, to ask the House 
first to consider a bill which was, in fact, to carry 
into effect the bill of October last to authorize the 
issue of Treasury notes, the bill, at present, being 
abortive. He did not expect that bill to take up 
much time, and he should take the very earliest 
opportunity thereafter of calling up the bill referred 
to by the gentleman from Vermont. 

Mr. EVERETT then asked the House to take 
up and consider the following resolution, as it 
called for information on the subject of the bill 
referred to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to lay before this House a statement of the amount 
paid, and of the amount of arrears on account of, 
the expenses of the Seminole war; and an estimate 
of the sum necessary, in addition to the former ap- 
propriation, to pay such arrears and for carrying on 
said war until the first day of June next. 

Objection being made, Mr. E. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule, and asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, 

Mr. McKAY informed the gentleman tha the 
information had already been furnished, printed, 
and laid on the tables of the members, 
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The House refused to suspend the rules—yeas 
101, nays 70, not two-thirds. 

Mr. LINCOLN then asked the House to resume 
the consideration of the bill to pull down the wails 
of the new Treasury building. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he was compelled to 
object to it, for he could not consent to allow the 
public business to give way to less impertant 
matters. 

Mr. LINCOLN moved a suspension of the rules, 
but it was rejected without a division. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the “ bill making appropriations for the continua- 
tion of the Cumberland Road in the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Illinois.” The question pending being 
on the motion of Mr. Unperwoop to recommit it to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, with instruc- 
tions to report, in lieu thereof, a bill to surrender 
said road to the States respectively through which 
it passes. 

The bill was opposed at length by Messrs. UN- 
DERWOOD and RHETT, and advocated by 
Messrs. CUSHING, and CALHOON of Ken- 
tucky, when 

Mr. CLOWNEY obtained the floor, and, on his 
motion, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, April 19, 1838. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. A. Van Buren, his pri- 
vate secretary, transmitting certain surveys and ex- 
aminations relative to light-houses, called for by the 
resolution of the Senate of the 8th instant—and, 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS it was laid on the 
table. 

The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, in com- 
pliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 15th 
instant, copies of three statements made by the 
Pennsylvania Bank of the United States, at the 
commencement of the months of February, March, 
and April of this year; which, on motion of Mr. 
GRUNDY, was laid on the table. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the proceedings of 
the citizens of Rahway county, New Jersey, on the 
subject of the Independent Treasury bill: laid on 
the table. 

Mr. S. also presented several petitions, one 
from Philadelphia, and the others from New 
Jersey, praying a reconsideration of the Che- 
rokee treaty: laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of John 
H. Wheeler, superintendant of the Branch Mint at 
Charlotte, North Carolina, requesting increase of 
compensation for the officers of that institution: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

The joint resolution fixing the day for the ad- 
journment of Congress was taken up. 

Mr. GRUNDY thought it would be better to 
postpone the passage of this resolution until a 
more convenient season. There was no period in 
the history of the Government when more import- 
ant business was before the national legislature 
than at present, and not to perfect at least a greater 
portion of it, might be looked on as remissness on 
our part. If the resolution were to pass the Senate 
it would then be under the control of the other 
House. He thought it would be better not to de- 
cide at this early day. When the bulk of the busi- 
ness was finished then it would not only be proper, 
but in some measure our duty to do so. He would 
therefore move to postpone the subject, say until 
Monday week, at which time he thought the Senate 
would be better prepared to act. He was aware 
(as was judiciously observed the other day by the 
Senator who imtroduced the resolution) that when a 
day was fixed both branches of the legislature were 
usually more expeditious; and that 1 did, in some 
measure, stimulate them ‘to extra exertion, and 
after the period specified by him in his motion had 
elapsed he would have no objection to take up the 
resolution and act definitely on it. He was as 
anxious as any man to get away, from private rea- 
sons, but he was willing to make all matters yield 
to the paramount duties of a public station. 
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Mr. PRESTON hoped the question would not 
be postponed. He thought with the gentleman, 
that it would stimulate both Houses to additional 
exertions. So far as the Senate was concerned, he 
believed the time set forth in the resolution would 
be ample to finish all the subjects; but with regard 
to the other House, he was not prepared to say that 
the business of the country might not require a 
somewhat longer period. At all events, it would 


be betier to show that body that we were ready and | 


anxious to adjourn by the time fixed on by the joint 
resolve. Mr. P. here took a glance at the nume- 
rous bills of importance which had been matured 
by the Senate, and sent tothe House of Represen- 


latives, which had not yet been acted on there. He | 


alluded to the measures of finance for which the 


extra session had been called, and the time already | 
spent of the present session on those subjects, and | 
others of national importance, which were either | 
laid on the table, or were still sleeping in the popu- | 


lar branch. If nothing further was to be done for 
the relief of the country, it was time to adjourn. 
On that matter the Senate seemed to have termi- 
nated its labors. The Independent Treasury bill 


brought forward by the Committee of Finance was | 


dead and buried, and it would require a power lit- 
tle short of omnipotent to raise that new Lazarus 
from the tomb! What further new and untried 
experiment did they contemplate? If none other, 


and the Administration thought it had dune all that | 
was necessary, and meant to leave the result to | 
the people, then it would be time to adjourn. But | 
if the Executive intended to suggest, or the Admi- 


nistration, or any of its friends, meant to bring for- 
ward any measure calculated to relieve the country 
from its embarrassment, he would vote with plea- 
sure for the motien of the Senator from Tennessee. 

{Mr. Grunpy said: I hope the Senator from 


South Carolina will not understand me as having | 
made any reference or allusion to any thing con- | 


nected with that measure.] 

Mr. Preston was anxious that something should 
be done, in order that the Gevernment might no 
lon ger go on in its present broken down and decre- 
pid state, exhibiting the melancholy example of a 
you ng Government grown prematurely old, decre- 
pid, and weak. He would be glad to see any re- 
medy suggested, by those having the control cf 
affairs, that would save the country from its pre- 
sent embarrassment. He would unite most cor- 
dially with them, and come forward in the full spi- 
rit of patriotism to their relief; but if no such mea- 
sure was contemplated, the sooner we went home, 
and appealed to our masters, the people, to give us 
a lesson, the better! 

Mc. WRIGHT observed that he had contented 
himself yesterday, when this subject was before the 
Senate, with giving a silent vote, without occupying 
its attention with any remarks; but as he hoped 
the Senate would sustain the motion made by the 
Senator from Tennessee to postpone the resolution 
for a short period, he proposed to occupy the atten- 
tion of the Senate very briefly, while he explained 
why, in his opinion, they ought to doso. He cer- 
tainly would not go into any political discussion 
in reference to the propriety of not fixing the day 
of adjournment at this time ; but he would recount 
very briefly the business which they had sent to the 
other Heuse, and which had not yet received the 
final action of that body. 

Mr. W. then referred to the Independent Trea- 
sury bill; the bill for the increase of the army; the 
bill granting pre-emptions to actual settlers on the 
public lands; and the bill providing for the reduc- 
tion and graduation of the price of the public 
lands. None of these four important measures 
had met the consideration of the other branch of 
the National Legislature. They had been told by 
the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Preston,] 
that the most important measure, that in relation to 
the. curtency, was dead—had been put to rest for- 
ever in the other House. He could not think so. 
There was no doubt but the House of Representa- 
tives felt as deep a conviction of the necessity of 
acting on that great question as was felt bere; the 
evidence of which feeling was shown in a two 
months’ debate. 

But suppose the Senator was right—that a ma- 
ority of the House of Representatives were op- 
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posed to the views of the Executive; were they op- 
posed to all action on the subject matter? Far be 
it from him, Mr. W. said, to express an opinion as 
to the views and oyinions of a majority of that 
body; but he hoped and believed that they felt im- 
peratively the necessity of some action on this 
deeply important question, and that they would not 
adjourn without it. 

Again, no bill had been acted on in either House 
of Congress to make provision for the Southern In- 
dian war. Hehad been informed that the House 
was in daily expectation of taking up that bill; and 
the intelligent gentleman from whom he obtained 
the information anticipated a debate on the subject 
of some weeks. Some of the ordinary appropria- 
tion bills, also, were yet to be reported. 

It might be said, that if the Senate passed this 
resolution the House could amend it, and fix its 
own day in reference to the business they had to 
act on; but, said Mr. W. shallI fix a time for them 
to adjourn that I believe to be too short; and thus, 
virtually, say to the country that the House will be 
negligent if it does not finish its business by a cer- 
tain time? If it could be shown that the two 
Houses could get through with the important busi- 
ness of the country by the day named in the reso- 
juuon, he would be as ready to fix the time of ad- 
journment as any one; bat as he did not believe 
that they could now act judiciously in this matter, 
he hoped that the motion to postpone the resolution 
would prevail. Mr. W. concluded by asking for 
the yeas and nays on the question, which were 
accordingly ordered. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, when he voted yesterday 
for the adoption of the resolution, he voted on the 
ground that we had ample time to finish all the 
business by the first Monday in June. If, how- 
ever, the action of the Senate were to be construed 
as expressing an opinion that the measure of 
finance, which had been so ably discussed in this 
branch, vas not to be taken up in the other House, 
he should give no vote to countenance any such 
impression. He sincerely trusted the House would 
feel itan imperious duty to act on that measure, 
yea or nay. He would consider it a national 
calamity fur Congress to adjourn without adopting 
some definilive measure in relation to this business; 
and he should, therefore, move to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. KING said that when he gave notice of his 
intention to introduce this resolution, he distinctly 
stated the grounds on which he proposed to offer it; 
which were that the Senate might turn its atten- 
tion to the propriety of an adjournment at as early 
a day as the business of the country would justify, 
and that the House of Representatives seeing that 
the Senate would be able to get through with their 
business by a certain day, might turn their atten- 
tion to the business before them, and fix their day 
for adjournment, in reference to the probable pro- 
gress of that business. With this understanding, 
the resolution was taken up, andhe voted for it on 
the grounds he had stated. But the remarks of the 
Senator from South Carolina, placed the subject in 
a different position. If it was the design of a mino- 
rity of the House of Representatives to defeat the 
important measure referred to by the Senator from 
South Carolina, by delaying it till too late to be 
aated on—if it was their design to stave off the bu- 
siness of the country by procrastination—if that 
was the design of the Senator, and those who 
acted with him in voting for this resolution, he 
Mr. K. could not go with them. If, as the Senator 
said, the House of Representatives were opposed 
to this measure, why let them vote against it, and 
take the responsibility; but he could not consent 
that it should be defeated, by delaying till the day 
fixed by the Senate for adjournment, and then 
throwing part of the responsibility on the Senate. 
He should, therefore, vote for the postponement or 
laying the resolution on the table until he saw 


_ the game that was to be played. 


Mr. HUBBARD said he would prefer the mo- 
on of the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Grunpy} 
to postpone the subject toa given day. When the 
question was taken the other morning on laying 
the resolution on the table, he had voted against it, 
becanse he did not wish to countenance the opinion 
that the Senaice would not be ready to close its ses- 








sion on the first Monday in June. It struck him 
as most proper to propose some day certain for 
acting on the matter, and then if business warrant. 
ed, we could take it up. He Mr. H. presumed no 
man was prepared to say that the session should 
close until some definite action was had on the bil! 
alluded to by the Senator from South Carolina— 
he believed there would be a definite action in 
favor of the bill from that body, or one of the 
same nature introduced in the other House. 

After some further remarks from Mr. PRES- 
TON, the question was taken on Mr. Grunpy’s 
motion, and it was carried—yeas 25, nays 16, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, 
Norvell, Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 
Tipton, Trotter, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, 
and Young—25 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Lumpkin, 
McKean, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Swift, and White—16. 

Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructed to cause, for the term of one year, each 
officer employed in the collection of the customs, to 
keep a daily account, in writing, of the time he is 
actually employed in the public service each and 
every day, and what his employment each day is, 
stating the same so much in detail as to exhibit a 
clear and intelligible account of all his services 
from day to day. 

Resolved, That such memeranda as is made by 
each and every officer, shal] be quarterly sworn to 
as a full, just, and complete account of the services 
actually rendered, and the time actually spent by 
him in public employment. 

Resolved, That the memoranda of each district 
be embodied together for the use of Congress, and 
that the Secretary add to it the amount of tonnage 
entered, cleared, or owned in such district; with 
the amount of revenue collected therein, and the 
expense of collecting the same; showing what each 
officer receives for all such services. 

Resolved, That where any officer discharges, or 
claims to discharge, the duty of more than one 
office, his services in each shall be distinguished, 
as well as his compensation. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of Michigan, protesting against 
the annexation to the United States of Texas, or 
of any district of country lying west or south of 
New Orleans: Jaid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. WALL, the Senate took up 
the bill to prevent the issuing and circulation of the 
bills, notes, and securities of corporations created by 
Congress, which have expired; and, after a debate, 
in which Messrs. NILES, WALL, GRUNDY, 
SMITH of Connecticut, PRESTON, and RIVES 
took part, and amendments, on motion of Messrs. 
RUGGLES and NILES, the bill was laid over in- 
formally; and 

The Senate went into the consideration of Ex- 
ecutive business; after which, it 

Adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, April 20, 1838. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported, without amendment, 
Senate bill for the relief of E. W. and H. Smith. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported a bill to enable certain 
townships in Ohio to obtain their school lands and 
for other purposes. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill to incorporate 
certain banks in the District of Columbia, [the bill 
had been previously reported some time since, and 
was again brought in, without amendment.]} 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported, without amendment, Senate bill 
for the relief of Thomas Cooper. 

Mr. LAWLER, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
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James H. Fieming, which was- passed to its third 
— HARLAN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Isaac P. Sf#unders. 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts, moved that 
the bill from the Senate to give effect to the eighth 
article of the treaty with Spain, be recommitted to 
the Committee on Privat? Land Claims. 

The SPE 1KER informed the gentleman that the 
pil! was out of the power of the House till Menday 
next, to which day it had been postponed. 

Mr. C. then gave notice that he would make the 
motion when the bill came up. 

Mr. RANDOLPH, from the Committee on Ag- 
riculture, reported a joint resolution, authorizing 
the President of the United States to lease gratui- 
tously for ten years, any unlocated lots in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, for the cultivation of the mul- 
berry and sugar beet; which having been twice 
read—~ 

Mr. R. moved its adcption. 

Mr. LINCOLN wished it postponed for a day 
or two. He was not opposed to the object of the 
resolution, but there were, he believed, some lots 
which ought to be excepted, and he suggested 
Tuesday next. 

Mr. RANDOLPH assented, and the further 
consideration of the resolution was postponed till 
that day. 

Mr. PAKKER asked that the Committee on 
Indian Affairs be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the claim of Richard Brannin; an 
on his motion, it was laid on the table. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, reported, with an amendment, Senate bill to 
authorize the appointment of four additional clerks 
in the office of the Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a joint resolution to authorize the 
Secretary of War to purchase a site in the District 
of Columbia for a new magazine and keeper’s 
house. 

Mr. McK. explained that the object of this 
resolution was merely to give effect to a pre-exist- 
ing law, which provided for the work, &c. of this 
work, but omitted the authority for the War De- 
partment to purchase the site. 

The resolution was then ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading to-day. 

Mr. EWING, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Eunice Saunders, late Eunice Pearson. 

Mr. MASON of Virginia, from the Committee 
on Commerce, reported a bill for the relief of Wil- 
liam Grozer. 


THE PUBLIC PRESS. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour was 
then resumed, being the resolution of Mr. Hopkins 
to separate the public press from Government 
patronage, the question pending being on the 
amendment of Mr. Dromcoote to extend the 
inquiry. [It is printed at length in the Globe of 
Wednesday night.]} 

Mr, GARLAND of Virginia, who was entitled 
to the floor, addressed the Honse till the expiration 
of the hour, when the orders of the day were 
called. 

The special order was the bill to establish a 
commission of claims. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to postpone it, in 
order to proceed with the public business. 

Mr. BOON expressed a hope that the motion 
would prevail, so that they might go on with the 
Cumberland Road bill. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said as the public busi- 
ness was so important, he must he compelled to 
ask for the yeas and nays, which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 139, nays 46. 

So the rules were suspended. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

The House then resumed the consiteration of 
the bill making appropriations for the continua- 
tion of the Cumberiand road, in the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Illinois. 

The question was on the motion of Mr. UN- 
DERWOOD to recommit the bill to the Committee 
of Ways: and :Means, with instructions-to report, 
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in lieu thereof, a bill to surrender said road to the 
States respectively through which it passes. 

The bill was opposed by Messrs. CLOWNEY 
= PICKENS, and advocated by Mr. CORWIN, 
when 

Mr. CASEY then rose and said that this was a 
bill of the deepest importance to the interests of his 
State, and though he was prepared, and indeed de- 
sired an opportunity, to address the House in its 
support, yet, believing it had already been suffi- 
ciently discussed, he was willing, for the sake of 
securing its speedy passage, to do what he had 
never done in that House before. Sir, concluded 
Mr. C. I move the previous question. 

Mr. PICKENS then moved to lay the bill on 
the table. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina moved a 
call of the House: lost. 

The House.refused to lay the bill on the table 
—yeas 84, nays 109. 

The question then recurred on the demand for 
the previous question, which was seconded by the 
House, 92 to 61 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky asked for the 
yeas and nays on ordering the main question to be 
put, which were ordered, and were—yeas 108, 
nays 86. 

So the House determined that the main question 
be put. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY then moved an adjourn- 
ment. Lost. 

Mr. REED asked for the yeas and nays on the 
main question, (the engrossment of the bill) and 
they were ordered, yeas 100, nays 95. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading. 

Mr. CHAPMAN then rose and stated that, 
while the vote was taking, he was called out of his 
seat by one of the messengers, on business; and he 
therefore asked leave to record his vote in the ne- 
gative, but it was objected to. 

The question being when the bill should be read 
a third time, the House rejected Monday; and the 
question being on reading it now— 

Mr. FILLMORE moved an adjournment—lost: 
ayes 74, noes not counted. 

Mr. RHETT then moved a call of the House: 
ost. 


Mr. THOMAS then made a motion that the bill 
be read a third time on the first Monday in May, 
in order that, in the mean time, the real condition 
of the Treasury might be ascertained and made 
known. Mr. T. asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were erdered. 

Mr. RHETT moved an adjournment: lost—74 
to 87. 


Mr. ELMORE moved a call of the House. 


Mr. THOMPSON asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. ELMORE renewed the motion to adjourn; 
but it was again decided in the negative; and the 
question recurring on the motion fora call of the 
House, it was decided in the negative—yeas 62, 
nays 107. 

Mr. THOMPSON then moved an adjournment: 
lost. 


The question recurred upon Mr. THOMAS’S 
motion to postpone the bill till the first Monday in 
May next, and it was decided in the negative— 
yeas 83, nays 95. 

The question again recurring upon ordering the 
bill to be read a third time this day. 

Mr. RHETT asked for the yeas and nays, but 
they were refused, and the bill ordered to a third 
reading instanter; and being put on its passage— 

Mr. BOON demanded the previous question, 
which was seconded; and the main question on the 
passage of the bill ordered. 

Mr. CONNOR asked for the yeas and nays on 
the passage of the bill; which were ordered, and 
were—yeas 96, nays 80. 

So the bill was passed. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 

t 





IN SENATE, 
Faipay, April 20, 1838. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Secretary of War, enclosing a report from the To- 
pographical Bureau, together with a map, in an- 
swer to the resolution of the Senate of the 13th Fe- 
bruary last, calling for information relative to the 
Oregon Territory; and 

On motion of Mr. LINN, it was referred to the 
select committee appointed on the bill for the oceu- 
pation of the Oregon Territory. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Tennytown, Bradford county, Pennsylva- 
nia, and three petitions from citizens of Rush town- 
ship, Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania, of like 
import, praying for the immediate abolition of sla- 
very in the Districtof Columbia. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported without amendment the bill from. the 
House for the relief of M. Gelson of New York, 
and recommending its passage. 

Mr. KING, on leave, and in pursuance of notice 
given, obtained leave and introduced a bill to autho- 
rize George Whitman of Alabama, to import an 
iron steamboat, in detached parts, with the neces- 
sary machinery, tools and working utensils, free of 
duty: read twice and referred, together with certain 
papers relating thereto, to the Committee on 
Finance. 

On motion of Mr. NORVELL, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petitions of the heirs of 
John Tebbs, the executor of Archibald Irwin, of 
Aaron Camp, and of the widow of William 
McCoskey. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the resolution 
snbmitted by him, providing for the re-annexation 
of Texas to the United States, was taken up, and 
made the order of the day for Monday next. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to prevent the re-issue and circulation of the biils, 
notes and other securities of corporations created 
by Congress which have expired, and, after a de- 
bate, in which it was supported by Messrs. WALL, 
CLAY of Alabama, GRUNDY, RIVES, BU- 
CHANAN, CALHOUN and BROWN, and op- 
posed by Messrs. PRESTON, WHITE ana PREN- 
TISS, it was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading—ayes 27, noes 14, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Niles, 
Norvell, Pierce, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Smith of Connecticut, Tipton, Trotter, Wall, Wil- 
liams, Wright, and Young—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, King, Merrick, Nicholas, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Robbins, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Swift, and White—14. 

The Senate adjourned over to Monday. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, April 21, 1838. 
LIGHT HOUSE SYSTEM. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON, from the Committee 
on Commerce, reported the following resolution, 
which was concurred in: 

Resolved, That the memorial of David Melville, 
together with the several papers therein contained, 
praying an appropriation sufficient to enable him 
to make a trial of the plan proposed as an imme- 
diate remedy for the defects of the lights now in 
use in the light-houses in the United States, be 
referred to the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
that the committee be discharged from the further 
consideration of the same. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Celia Ragan, widow of Richard Ragan. 

Mr. FRY, from the same committee, reported a 
bill granting a pension to John Black, of the State 
of Georgia. 

Mr. SIBLEY, from the same commitiee, made 
an unfavorable repori in the case of John Cooper; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. EWING, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the heirs of C. Fitz- 
gerald, deceased. 

Mr. J. JOHNSON of Virginia, from the same 





























we 

















320 


Webb; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. STUART, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported unfavorably upon the petitions of Andrew 
Tadlock and William tw. Scott; which were seve- 
rally laid on the table. 

Mr. LINCOLN, on leave, laid on the table an 
amendment he preposed to offer to the bill provid- 
ing fot the removal of the walls of the new Trea- 
sury building, etc. when that bill shall again come 
up fer consideration; and the amendment was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. LEGARE asked leave to be excused from 
longer serving on the seleet committee on the sub- 
ject of meteorology, on the ground that his duties 
on the Committee on Foreign Affairs required all 
the time he could devote to business oat of the 
House; but the House refused to excuse Mr. L. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, on leave, presented sundry 
petitions on the subject of the late duel; which 
were referred to the select committee therzon. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Keatucky, on leave, sub- 
mitted the following resolution, which was agreed 
tu: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the propriety of establishing a post route from 
Monticello, Kentucky, via Albany, Clinton county, 
Kentucky, to Burksville, Kentucky. 

Mr. MENIFEE, on leave, also submitted the 
following, which were agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting a pension to Capt. Hugh Drennan 
of Fleming bounty, Kentucky, a soldier of the Re- 
lution. 

On motion of Mr. MENIFEE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Poplar 
Fiat, in Lewis county, to Mount Carmel, in Flem- 
ing cuunly, Ky. 

PUBLIC PRINTING. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia concluded his re- 
marks on the resolution of Mr. Horxins, proposing 
to raise a sclect committee to inquire int6 the expe- 
diency of severing the public press from Govern- 
ment patronage. 

The question pending was on the amendment of 
Mr. DROMGOOLE to extend the inquiry, (as 
printed in Wednesday night’s Globe.) 

As soon as Mr. GARLAND had got through, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky moved the pre- 
amble and resolution submitted by him some ieee 
since, on the subject of executive expenditures, 
which have already been printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS addressed the House on the 
subject of his amendment till the expitation of the 
morning hour; when the orders of the day were 
called for. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
mitting a report of the progress made in the survey 
of the shoals of George’s Bank, and the harbors of 
Beaufort and Wilmington, North Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. INGHAM, referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
State, transmitting returns of foreign immigrants, 
&c. during the last ten years. 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, referred to the 
select committee having in charge the subject of a 
revision of the laws of naturalization. 

The bill for the relief of James A. Fleming; and 

The joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of 
War to purchase a site in the District of Colum- 
bia for a mew magazine and keeper’s house, were 
severally read a third time and passed. 

Mr. CUSHMAN asked the House to take up the 
postponed bill in relation to the tenure of office of 
subordinate officers of the customs; but it was ob- 
jected to. 

Mr. THOMAS Moved to consider, at this time, 
his motion to reconsider the vote of the House 
granting leave of absence to Mr. Smitn of Maine, 
from and after the first of May. 

Objection being made, Mr. T. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules, and asked for the yeas and nays, 


committee, made an unfavorable report on the pe- 
tition of Isaac Webb, representative of Charles 
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which were ordered, and were—yeas 87, nays 92. 
Not being two-thirds, the motion was decided in the 
negative. 

Mr. GRAHAM meved that the bill for the esta- 
blishment of a Board of Commissioners of Claims, 
be made the special order for Friday next: lost. 


PRIVATE ORDERS. 

The House then passed to the private orders. 

The first was the “bill for the relief of the repre- 
sentatives of Dr. Philip Turner, deceased.” 

The claim involved in this bill was for interest 
on a commutation in 1808, which, having been first 
rejected, was afterwards allowed, and two weeks 
ago the bill was reported from the Committee of 
the Whole, with the enacting clause stricken out. 
The question was whether interest should com- 
mence from the timea claimant presented his claim, 
or from the time he established it. The opponents 
of the bill contended for the latter, on the ground 
that the onus probandi was on the claimant; that the 
Government did not seek its debtor, but was always 
ready to pay when the proof was made out; and that 
the previous rejection of this claim was prima facie 
evidence that it had not been then made out. Ano- 
ther objection was raised on the application of the 
statute of limitation. 

The advocates of the claim, in reply to the latter 
argument, insisted that the Government had no 
right to avail itself of such a plea in bar to a claim 
upon it, because the claimant was no party to the 
limitation; and to the former it was contended that 
a subsequent admission of the petitioner’s claim es- 
tablished his right to it on his previous application. 

It is understood that the settlement of either prin- 
ciple will operate upon a large number of claims 
for interest that have been before the House for 
years. When up before, the discussion had occu- 
pied a large part of the day in Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Atien, of Vermont, having solely 
sustained the argument in opposition to it, when 
his motion to strike out the enacting clause pre- 
vailed. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, with a view to bring the House 
to a vote, moved the previous question, but it was 
not seconded. 

The claim was now sustained by Méessrs. 
CRAIG, SHEPPERD, TILLINGHAST, WISE, 
and HALEY, and opposed by Mr. ALLEN. 

Mr. HALEY, at the conclusion of his remarks, 
moved the previous question. 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved a call of the House. 

Mr. GLASCOCK asked for the yeas and nays; 
but they were not ordered, and the House refused 
the call. 

Mr. DAWSON moved an adjournment: lost— 
ayes 62, noes 68. 

The demand for the previous question was se- 
conded—ayes 75, noes 49, and the main question 
was ordered; and thereon 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont, Mr. CUSHMAN, 
and Mr. GRIFFIN simultaneously rose and called 
for the yeas and nays, which were ordered, and 
were—yeas 75, nays 76. 

So the bill was rejected. 

Mr. GRIFFIN moved an adjournment. 

Mr. TOUCEY asked the gentleman to withdraw 
it, to enable him to make a report from the select 
committee, which Mr. G. declined; and the motion 
to adjourn was rejected—ayes 70, noes 72. 


THE LATE DUEL. 

Mr. TOUCEY then rose and informed the House 
that the Committee of Investigation were now rea- 
dy to report, and that they had unanimously di- 
rected him to move that its consideration be post- 
poned till next Monday fortnight, and that it be 
printed. He therefore asked leave of the Mouse, 
at this time, to make the report. 

Mr. ROBERTSON was not prepared to say, at 
that time, whether he should vote for the proposi- 
tion to print. 

The CHAIR reminded the gentleman that that 
proposition was not before the House, but a simple 
application for leave to report. When the report 
came in, then the gentleman might discuss the 
question to print, if it should be moved. 

Mr. POPE objected to granting leave, and said 
he thought it rather a strange proceeding to print a 
report of this character, and postpone it for two 





weeks. He would be willing to receive it on Mon. 
day morning, but not to postpone it. 

Mr. TOUCEY moved a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. PECK moved an adjournment: lost—ayes 
73, noes 80. 

Mr. POPE said he would withdraw his objec. 
tion; but there were others made, and the House 
suspended the rules. 

Mr. TOUCEY then submitted the report, and 
moved its postponement till Monday two weeks, 
and that, in the mean time, it be printed. He re. 
peated that he made the motion by the unanimous 
direction of the committee. 

Mr. GRENNELL then, on leave, submitted the 
views of two of the minority of the committee, 
(Mr. Rariven and himself,) and then moved that 
they take the same direction as the other. 

Mr. ELMORE rose, and, on leave, submitted 
his own views, which he moved to take the same 
direction. He remarked that he had not been able 
to agree with the views either of the majority or 
the minority; and, therefore, he presented such 
views as struck him to be proper; but, although the 
committee disagreed, they concurred unanimously 
that he should present them to the House. 

Mr. ROBERTSON said, if he understood the 
proposition submitted by the chairman of the select 
committee, (Mr. Toucry,) he must again repeat 
that he was not prepared to vote for the printing of 
the reports, or any one of them. The questions 
involved in this matter were of the most deep and 
profound importance, not merely to those who, it is 
supposed, may be implicated in this report, but of 
vast importance to the privileges of the House itself. 

Mr. R’s attention, he said, had been that morn- 
ing, from an intimation thrown out that the report 
would probably be made, drawn to the considera- 
tion of the question, what course, in the event that 
these reports should be offered, it became the House 
to pursue to protect the privileges of its members; 
and, unless he had greatly mistaken the doctrine of 
the parliamentary law upon this subject, it would 
be their duty to recommit all these reports to the 
committee which had brought them in, with 
special instructions that, if any member was 
implicated at all, to report that single fact 
to the House, for he was satisfied they 
could not move one step further until they re- 
ceived the order and direction of the House. He 
may have misunderstood the parliamentary law 
upon this snbject; but he begged leave to refer to an 
authority of the highest character, whose work they 
had made a part of their own rules, where it did not 
conflict with them—he alluded to Jefferson’s Ma- 
nual. In that celebrated book it was laid down 
that when a committee is charged with an inquiry, 
if a member prove to be involved, they cannot pro- 
ceed against uy but must make a special report 
to the House; whereupon the member is heard in 
his place, or at the bar, or a special authority is 
given to the committee to inquire concerning him. 

If Mr. R. recollected the terms of the order 
charging upon this select committee the investiga- 
tion of the matter which had been before 
them, it gave them no authority to adopt 
any resolution, or to furnish any evidence 
to that House, which might implicate any one of 
its members. The very moment, under this rule of 
parliamentary law, the fact became disclosed (and 
such he understood to be the case) that a member 
of the House was involved in the examination be- 
fore the committee, that very moment it was their 
duty to have communicated it to the House, in or- 
der that the House might take such direction as it 
saw fit. 

Mr. R. admitted that he had turned but very 
casually to the authority cited by Mr. Jefferson in 
the above passage; but as far as he had gone, he 
found that it covered even much higher and broad- 
er ground. It was affirmed in debate (see “‘ Grey’s 
Parliamentary Debates,” the work, we suppose, 
referred to by Mr. R.) to be a privilege beyond 
the power of any committee, or beyond even the 
power of the House, to charge any commitfee with 
the power of investigating any thing touching, or 
affecting, or involving the privileges of the mem- 
bers. It is there said to be the privilege of the 
House alone, where any member has a right to in- 
terrogate, and where it is the privilege of the mem-~ 
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